
Save 1000 Acres Announces Victory! 
Richard Murphy 

President  of The Escondido Creek Conservancy 

 Almost four years ago, we began the SAVE 
1000 Acres campaign with a big idea – that we could 
create a nine+ mile habitat corridor extending from 
Highway 15 to Bear Valley so wildlife could roam 
freely and thrive across North County into the future. 
A big idea takes partners with a shared vision so we 
teamed up with the Palomar Audubon Society and the 
Friends of Daley Ranch, and received support from 
hundreds of donors. Others stepped up to lend their 
encouragement, including the San Pasqual Band of 
Mission Indians. 
 We are excited to announce that we have 
secured $4,200,000 in grant funds from the State of 
California to protect the 282-acre John Henry property 
near Lake Wohlford, bringing us to 975 acres 
preserved by the Save 1000 Acres campaign! We took 
ownership of the John Henry property on July 2nd and 
are already making plans to restore areas damaged by 
past uses. 
 Together with the 2018 acquisition of the 693-
acre Mountain Meadow Preserve, with your help, we 
have now protected 975 acres of important wildlife 
habitat in the upper Escondido Creek watershed! As 
we near our immediate goal, we are looking to the 
future for ways to connect the missing “lynx” between 
these properties so they can serve as permanently 
protected wildlife corridors for large and small 
mammals.  
 You are part of a special community of people 
that care enough about the future to contribute to 
something that was not guaranteed. We could not have 
gotten this far without the support of our Save 1000 
Acres donors and our many wonderful volunteers and 
partners, with special thanks to the large donation 
from the Friends of Daley Ranch. 
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 Colleen MacKinnon, President,

 760 480 -1917 
 

 Rick Mercurio, Secretary, 
 760 751-2275 

 
 Rick Paul, Treasurer, 

 760 505-9840 

 Jerry Harmon, Member, 
 760 480-9483 

 
 Dick Althouse, Member, 

 760 741-7629 

 Fred Woods, Member, 
760 745-4533

 Liz Ridder, CSUSM Representative
 480.242.1586 

 Don Piller, Webmaster. 
dpiller@cox.net 

 
Linda Shipman, Social Media 

City Contact Information 
 

Hike Schedule,
  www.escondido.org/ daley- ranch-

hikes.aspx 
  

Ranger Station, 
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 Tracking Team, Denise Harter, 
  denisetracks@gmail.com

  
Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy Boyd, 

  760 839-4345
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FODR Sign Renewal Project 
Brian D. Swanson 

 Many of our members are aware that the Friends of Daley Ranch are deeply involved in 
the 7th grade program which brings several hundred children and their teachers to the Ranch 
each spring.  Fred Woods, from the Friends, and Ranger Kathy Boyd, are the ringleaders of this 
effort, which the Friends of Daley Ranch have been supporting for decades.  When the kids 
hike into the Ranch, they stop and discuss the plants 
identified on the three dozen trail signs found along Ranch 
House Road and the Creek Crossing Trail.  These signs 
have the common name, scientific name and a number 
engraved on their face.  The number corresponds to the 
number in the Friend’s plant brochure, available at the 
trailhead.   
 The initial interpretive signs were installed about 20 
years ago.  Over time, the signs faded, some were defaced 
and, in some cases, the plants associated with the signs 
died.  This led to a sign renewal project about 10 years 
ago.  The Escondido Sunrise Rotary Club sponsored the 
sign renewal project and funded the project.  An 
enthusiastic Rotary Club team turned out to dig postholes, 
mix concrete, and install new green and white signs.   
 It was a big effort, and the signs looked wonderful 
for many years.  But over time, some signs were 
vandalized, and most developed dark black spots, almost 
as if they had been spray painted.   
 I hike the Ranch several times a week, and had noticed how dilapidated the signs were 
becoming.  Finally, one day last summer, I had had enough at looking at the ugly and neglected 
signs.  I contacted the FODR leadership, received support for sprucing up the plant signs, and 
began gathering information.  FODR’s Mike Whalen had worked on the Sunrise Rotary 
renewal project about 10 years ago, and was a wealth of information.  He had maps, plant 
names and photographs of the last renewal project. And FODR board member Rick Paul had 
several wooden posts left over from the last project.  
 I also met with FODR president Colleen McKinnon and several board members, received 
commitment for assistance and approval for my sign budget, met with Ranger Cathy Boyd and 
new Lakes and Open Space Superintendent Chris Krvstevski (he replaced Dan Hippert who 
retired earlier this year), getting their input and support.   
 Then I investigated sign companies, and costs.  I removed a sign plate and learned what 
caused the black spots.  Apparently caulking used to help hold the sign in place, had reacted 
with the Teflon-type sign material and UV radiation, resulting in spreading black spots.  I 
definitely wanted a different material so as to avoid that issue. 

Continued on page 3 
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Sign Project… (continued from page 2) 

 Finally, in early June, I submitted the sign order.  While the signs were being created, 
Ranger Caleb Costa and I dug 9 replacement postholes and installed the posts.  Then June 8th 
FODR members Mike Whalen, Jerry Harmon, Bob Stromberg and I met at 8AM to remove the 
remaining old sign plates to install the new tan and black signs.  The advance prep work meant 
that it took just a couple of hours to finish the project, and the work went smoothly!  The two 
teams began receiving compliments from trail users even as we were finishing the work.  Now 
when the many hikers, bikers and equestrians who use these trails daily, see the signs, they will 
be reminded that this place is cared for and 
loved.  
 There are many people to thank for 
this successful effort:  Ranch staff Rangers 
Caleb Costa (helped dig postholes) and 
Kathy Boyd, and Supervisor Chris 
Krstevski (they reviewed the proposed 
project and approved it); FODR members 
and the board of directors who encouraged 
me and funded the project; James Dillane 
who reviewed the plant names for 
accuracy;  and the FODR members who 
actually installed the signs:  Mike Whalen, 
Jerry Harmon, Bob Stohlberg and Brian 
Swanson.    
 Remember, even a few hours of 
volunteer time can make a difference.  If 
you see something that needs to be done, 
mention it to Ranch staff, and consider 
volunteering a little time to help get it done.  If you don’t have time or energy, consider making 
a cash donation to the Friends.  There are many other small projects that, once completed, can 
make a big impact on the Ranch and the visiting public.   Happy Trails to You! 
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Many thanks to our generous contributors!

Jerry Harmon, Brian Swanson, Bob 
Stromberg, Mike Whalen.
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 The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to: 
• Support the protection, maintenance, and 

restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife  

• Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch  
 

• Encourage responsible recreational use 
consistent with conservation of native habitats 
and wildlife  

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and also 
to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available at 
www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject line 
to get this newsletter electronically. newsletter electronically. 

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 
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