
Let’s Have a Picnic!   
Colleen MacKinnon 

 Please join us for our 4th Annual Member Appreciation 
Day at the Ranch.  On Sunday November 11, 2018 the Friends of 
Daley Ranch are providing complimentary lunches, ranch house 
tours, shuttle service and an optional guided hike led by naturalist 
Rick Paul.    
 Those who wish to participate in the hike should arrive by 
9:30 AM at the La Honda parking lot.  Please remember to wear 
sunscreen, sturdy shoes and bring water.    The Ranch House which 
will open for tours at 11:00 AM and shuttle service will also begin 
at this time.  Lunch will be served at 11:30 AM, followed by a 
Veteran’s Day reflection and our annual report.   

We sponsor this event to thank our loyal members, to invite 
new members to join us, and to update our membership on our 
ongoing programs.  Reservations are required for lunch and guided 
hike, Please R.S.V.P. no later than November 8th.    Walk in or ride 
in, but please come on November 11th! 
 Registration Options: 
  Call: 760-480-1917 
  Email: info@daleyranch.org 
  Online: tinyurl.com/fodr2018  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Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy 

Boyd, 
  760 839-4345

Fourth Annual Picnic
When  Sunday, November 11th, 11:00 to 2:00.  Optional hike 
begins at 9:30.   The Ranch House opens and shuttles start  at 
11:00.  Lunch is at 11:30.

Where:  Daley Ranch Ranch House.  Optional hike and shuttle 
service begin at La Honda parking lot.

Who is invited:  Long term loyal members, new members and 
the general public

What do you need to do:  Please RSVP by November 8 online 
at http://tinyurl.com/DR20FODR  or email us at  
info@daleyranch.org.
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Save 1000Acres Reaches First of Two Goals 
 Ann Van Leer, TECC   

 In November 2016, The Escondido Creek Conservancy (TECC) launched the Save 1000 Acres 
campaign to preserve just under 1,000 acres in the Escondido Creek watershed by putting two 
properties in escrow near Daley Ranch and Lake Wohlford.  
     We are thrilled to tell you that the Conservancy has received preliminary funding commitments 
totaling $6.8 million to preserve the 693-acre Mountain Gate property west of Daley Ranch! 
                                 
                                                  People Donated. We Launched  
     Our wonderful partners—the Friends of Daley Ranch and the 
Palomar Audubon Society—have been instrumental in funding the 
campaign, as have the 442 individual donations ranging from $3 
to $25,000 from wonderful people like you. Specifically, FODR, 
together with its 42 individual contributors, have given $67,465 
toward the purchase. Having many people contribute, no matter 
how small the donation, makes a powerful statement about the 
importance of land preservation in our region. It’s an especially 
impressive statement to funders, such as foundations and major 
donors, for them to see that people care about this place. Your 
contributions get their attention, as they are more likely to fund 
our request if they know individuals throughout the region took 
the time to reach into their wallet to send a donation.  Individual 
contributions have been essential to help cover the Conservancy’s 
very real costs, including property inspections, appraisals and escrow fees, which are critical to the 
process but are rarely covered by grants and other institutional funding sources.  We literally could not 
have done it without your support!  
                                                   
                                                       Mountain Meadow Preserve 
     In a complex transaction, the Conservancy will purchase the Mountain Gate property (to be 
renamed Mountain Meadow Preserve) and then transfer most of it to San Diego County Parks, 
retaining 23 acres and structures associated with the land’s agricultural past. We hope to re-purpose the 
structures to support our environmental education programs. The Conservancy will manage the entire 
property for San Diego County Parks under an easement purchased by the U.S. Navy to protect wildlife 
habitat.  The County’s contribution will be considered before the Board of Supervisors this month. If 
the County’s contribution is affirmed, escrow should close before September 30th and 693 campaign 
acres will be preserved in perpetuity.      
          Continued  on next page… 
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 More Work To Be Done 
     While this is very exciting 
news, our costs have been 
higher than anticipated. 
Additionally, we still need to 
raise money to complete the 
John Henry acquisition and to 
preserve smaller linkage 
properties that will create the 
contiguous wildlife corridor 
from Mountain Meadow to Bear 
Valley and beyond. 

               Welcome Our Newest FODR Board Member,  Liz Ridder 
 As the newest member of the Friends of Daley Ranch Board of Directors, joining in January 2018, I’ve been 
asked to introduce myself to the FODR community. I found Daley Ranch relatively quickly, and fell in love with it during 
my first hike with my dogs. Since then I’ve spent many hours hiking, running, and exploring different trails at the Ranch. 

 In June 2016, I moved to North County after accepting a tenure-track position with 
CSUSM, where I am an Assistant Professor of Geography. My background is in wildlife 
and conservation biology, and plant and physical geography. I teach a variety of physical 
geography courses including Parks & Protected Areas, Introduction to Geographic 
Information Systems, and Climate Change & Life in the Anthropocene. Since 2008 I’ve 
spent most summers (and almost one full year) working in Cyprus. I’ve had the pleasure of 
working with a group of archaeologists at a Bronze Age site, where I’ve helped them map 
and analyze the distribution of various artifacts. We’ve also used an UAV to collect images 
of our site to develop a high-resolution elevation model and a 3-D site model. I’ve also 
collected vegetation data from across the island to construct species distribution models 
under different climatic conditions. We’re looking to expand on our understanding of 
people, landscape use, and climate through the sampling of oxygen and carbon isotopes 
from various water, vegetation, and archaeological sources. 

 In addition to my interest in human modification of landscapes and the environment, I’m also interested wildlife 
movement between developed and undeveloped areas. This year I started working with the rangers at Daley Ranch and 
four CSUSM undergraduate students to set up wildlife cameras at Daley Ranch. The purpose is to observe how wildlife 
are using different parts of Daley Ranch, and if/how they move between the populated areas that surround the park. We’re 
also working with Denise Harter to analyze tracking data as a complementary and supplementary data source. From there 
we plan to conduct several vegetation surveys where wildlife are observed, to evaluate possible relationships between 
habitat type, quality, structure, and use by different species.  During any spare time, I like hanging out with my boyfriend 
and our dogs, wine and beer tasting, working on our house, and gardening. I miss camping, trail running, and reading, and 
I am attempting to build these hobbies back into my regular habits.     

 I’d like to thank FODR 
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 The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to: 
•
• Support the protection, maintenance, and 

restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife  

• Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch  
 

• Encourage responsible recreational use 
consistent with conservation of native habitats 

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and also 
to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available at 
www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject line 
to get this newsletter electronically. newsletter electronically. 

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 
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