
Annual Picnic Showcases FODR Accomplishments 

     Good food, a trail hike, an open house for the Ranch House, new historic farm equipment, and congratulations on 
open space acquisition were some of the highlights at the 
FODR annual picnic on Sunday, November 11. 
     The south yard of the Ranch House was the setting on 
what turned out to be a beautiful day, and the tables were 
colorfully decorated with American flags in honor of 
Veterans Day. Before the lunch, a good number of guests 
enjoyed a trail hike with docent and FODR Board 
member Rick Paul. Some folks trekked up the main trail, 
and others were shuttled up in the comfort of a small bus, 
courtesy of the City of Escondido. 
     As the guests dined on yummy sandwiches and chips, 
they browsed the displays of professional photos which 
showed off the natural beauty of Daley Ranch. The 
Ranch House was open, and Ranger Gregg Anderson 
shared stories from its unique history and interior design.   
     The presentation included Fred Woods’ summary of the seventh grade field trips, FODR’s signature educational 
program. Dick Althouse explained his efforts to restore and rebuild the four utility buildings near the Ranch House, as 
well as his current activities in acquiring historic farm equipment for display. He had just completed construction of a 
split rail fence to showcase the items, which now include a corn drill. 
     The Escondido Creek Conservancy was represented by President Richard Murphy and Executive Director Ann Van 
Leer. They shared the success story of closing escrow in September on nearly 700 acres of open space habitat, now 
known as the Mountain Meadow Preserve. This is the first of two parcels targeted in the Save1000Acres campaign. The 
remaining property, John Henry Ranch, is next on the 
agenda. Murphy and Van Leer presented the FODR 
Board with a beautiful commemorative photo as a 
“Thank You” for our help in raising funds and 
awareness. FODR, together with our individual 
members, have contributed over $70,000 toward 
Save1000Acres. 
     The picnic was a big success due to the hard work 
and planning of many individuals including: 
Linda, Fred and David Woods, Rick Paul and 
Mercedes Iglesias-Paul, Dick Althouse, Liz Ridder, 
Colleen Mackinnon, Gregg Anderson and Dan 
Hippert of the City of Escondido, and many other 
volunteers.  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Where Are They? Playing Hide and Seek with Bobcats 
Cameron White 

 “This is the morning,” you say to yourself, “that I’m going to see a 
long-tailed weasel!” Or fox. Or bobcat. Or mule deer. And again, you come 
away missing. It’s a common experience had while at many nature preserves. 
It isn’t that these animals aren’t around, because they are. It’s just they don’t 
want to be found by humans and thus change their routines accordingly. 
Where they eat, when they sleep, how they travel. Which makes it a bit 
difficult to study them. 
 So, where are they, and where are they going? I am an Environmental 
Studies major, in my senior year, at CSUSM helping Dr. Ridder answer this 
question, and our team needed to pinpoint specific areas to place wildlife 
cameras to capture animal movement through Daley Ranch. With unlimited 
resources, one would simply make a grid overlay of Daley Ranch and 
randomly place a camera within each square. Our budget does not allow for 
this, so we must be discerning when determining site suitability.  
 Certain areas will be 
more rich in species diversity 
and abundance (i.e., places 
we want to put cameras), but 
how do we find these spots? 
We decided to analyze four 
factors: slope, habitat type, 
habitat patch size, and 
biodiversity potential in 
determining where to place 
our cameras. Using mapping 
software, four maps of Daley 
Ranch were created - one 
map for each variable. Each 
map ranked locations; larger 
numbers mean that it’s a 
better spot to place a 
camera. For example, on the 
habitat map, Chaparral 
habitat was given a larger 
value than non-native 
grassland. On the habitat 
patch size map, larger 
habitat patches were given a 
bigger value than smaller patches. 
 The four maps were combined, through simple addition, and a final 
map was created. Through this process, the whole of Daley Ranch had been 
assigned a range of values that helped to guide where cameras were placed. 
Much better and faster than going out on foot! And it seems to have worked 
to a degree; so far we’ve had bobcat sightings at four different locations, as 
well as two kangaroo rats, and numerous mule deer and coyotes. But if you 
want my advice for a chance encounter with your own eyes, get out there 
early as you can, past the asphalt road, for a quiet, slow walk.  
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Respect the Scat! 
Denise Harter 

 One of the first things I tell new trackers is that most of the animal sign we identify in 
this region is scat. Why? Two main reasons: 1) in this dry climate with relatively low rainfall, 
scat can persist on the landscape for months; and 2) a lot of the areas where tracking 
enthusiasts practice their craft are 
multi-use recreational areas – used by 
hikers and bikers and horses and lots 
of domestic dogs – and most of these 
users obliterate tracks but avoid 
stepping on scat. 
 Scat is a great clue about what 
animals are using the area. It also 
provides a lot of information about 
those animals. Think of scats as little 
data packets! By examining scat 
(typically by “rolling” it under your 
shoe to break it apart), you might be 
able to see what the animal is eating. Is a coyote 
scat full of natural coyote food – rabbit hair, rodent bones – or is it full of the leftovers from a 
dumpster dive? Fresh scat can also be used by researchers, since an animal sheds its epithelial 
– or skin – cells when it passes feces. The DNA from these cells can be analyzed and then 
inferences can be drawn about the relationship between individuals in the same area, or the 
interaction between animals in different areas. A major advantage of this method is that it 
doesn’t require that animals be captured to gather biological samples, something that most 
animals find extremely stressful! 
 Scat contents can also help confirm an ID. For instance, the presence of plant material 
in a scat tells you that it can’t be a bobcat scat because bobcats are “obligate carnivores,” 
meaning their bodies can’t process plants and people food. It’s also uncommon to find 
identifiable bones in bobcat scat because their digestive system is very robust. On the other 
hand, the absence of identifiable bones or animal hair doesn’t rule out coyote; after a meal of 
organ meat, the content of their scat looks very similar to that of a bobcat. 
 To practice identifying scat on your 
next hike, keep your eyes open, especially 
where a wildlife trail intersects a hiking 
trail. Animals often use these intersections 
for scent marking, depositing their scats 
on top of the scats of other animals. The 
most common wild animal scats you’ll find 
on hiking trails on Daley Ranch are coyote, 
bobcat, fox, and rabbit. A coyote scat is 
typically twisted, with a pointy end. 
Bobcat scat is segmented (like a tootsie 
roll), and after a few days of exposure, it 
begins to turn white; crushing it with your 
shoe will yield a puff of white/green 
powder, the remains of digested protein. 
Fox scat is similar to coyote scat, but smaller in diameter and 
length, and folded back on itself rather than twisted; foxes are also famous for displaying their 
scat in prominent places, like fence rails or posts or atop rocks. Rabbit scat looks like large or 
small cocoa puffs and occurs in piles. 
 The next time you’re hiking on Daley Ranch, see what you can find - and please 
remember to leave your scat-rolling shoes on the porch when you get home! Your family will 
thank you! 
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 The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to: 
•
• Support the protection, maintenance, and 

restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife  

• Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch  
 

• Encourage responsible recreational use 
consistent with conservation of native habitats 
and wildlife  

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and also 
to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available at 
www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject line 
to get this newsletter electronically. newsletter electronically. 

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 
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