
Seventh graders find inspiration at DR -  Rick Mercurio 
  
    The seventh grade school visits to Daley Ranch, FODR’s signa-
ture program, continue into early May with a couple changes from 
last year. The biggest change is the addition of a ranger-led nature 
hike, taking the students up a dirt trail from the ranch house area 
into the heart of the nature preserve. This allows the youngsters to 
learn and experience first hand the native plant species, and some-
times even an unexpected visit from a critter! 
     An estimated 1900 seventh graders from all five public middle 
schools in the Escondido Union School District will have been 
treated to a full day field trip to the ranch by May 3, when the last 
of the 11 trips is scheduled. As of this writing, perfect weather has 
greeted the students, along with burgeoning foliage and exuberant 
blooms, after decent rains this season.  
     Another change is that students are bused up to the ranch house 
area and back, rather than trudging up and down the asphalt road. 
This allows more time for the nature hike and the other two learn-
ing stations at that location. One station there centers on the 
mammals who inhabit the ranch. Students get to view a taxider-
mied bobcat and coyote, plus snake skins, paw prints and more. At 
the local history station students assemble in the beautiful ranch 
house to learn about the Daley family, local pioneers, and the Bat-
tle of San Pasqual.       
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Students learn about  snakes, spiders, insects, and other native creatures.
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Seventh graders find inspiration… continued from page 1     

  The other learning stations are set up at the Hilltop 
picnic area of Dixon Lake. A student favorite focuses on how 
Native Americans lived and thrived in the Escondido area 
over many centuries. Diania Caudell, from the Mission Indi-
ans in Oceanside, brings a myriad of tools, musical instru-
ments, art pieces, and many more cultural items for the stu-
dents to see, touch, and even try out for themselves. This year, 
FODR funding was used to build a nice staging area for Dia-
nia’s presentation 
   At the birds of prey learning station students get to see live 
raptors, including owls and hawks. Nancy Conney of the Sky 
Hunters Raptor Rescue brings the birds, who have been res-
cued and nursed back to health from the wild. The final station 
features live tortoises, snakes, and even tarantulas, all of 
which students may hold or touch, if they have the nerve! 
     FODR is grateful to our members’ donations for funding 
these trips. Fred Woods, FODR president and coordinator of 
the program, gives special thanks to the Escondido Charitable 
Foundation for its generous grant. Other contributors include 
SDG&E’s Environmental Champions, Escondido Rotary, the 
North County Sierra Club, and Cox Cares.  

 

 

 Diania Caudell from the Luiseno Band of Mission Indians ex-
plaining how the local Indians lived and worked before first 
contact with outsiders from Europe.

Handling some of the creatures is fun. 
Here are baby tortoises about 2 years 
old. Larger ones walk around their feet.

Screech owl from Sky Hunters Raptor Rescue

Many thanks to our generous contributors!



“Rainy Days and Mondays…” Building Restoration Update - Dick Althouse 
  There was a song with those words in it once upon a time. Can’t remember who sang it, but that’s not 
important. California and the rest of the nation is supposed to be in the middle of an El Nino year, but 
the weather patterns have mistreated the rest of the country and kinda bypassed California so far this 
year in the rainfall department. But not to worry… we now have a real roof on our little endeavor on the 
property at Daley Ranch.  
     Yep, we put the original corrugated sheet metal roofing in place two weeks prior to this writing and it 
can rain all it likes now and we will just stand in the barn and smile away. We started our little “adven-
ture” in September 2015 and we are very close to completion now seven months later. We have amassed 
somewhere in the neighborhood of  196 man hours, give or take a few hours, in our labors, and I am 
quite pleased with the results from a bunch of amateurs who don’t swing a hammer for a living. We are 
perhaps about four more Saturdays away from completion, during which we will hang the last of the 
original 1x10 lumber on the side of the barn, and hopefully it will look just like it did before we started. 
   Next door, tacked to the front of Bldg. #2, is a photo of our “project” taken several years ago, when the 
northeast corner of the barn gave way due to rot and decay and was lying on the ground. That photo was 
the inspiration that created the desire to restore the buildings in the first place. It is hoped that we can 
find a wagon and perhaps a small farm implement to park in the new barn that will reflect somewhat on 
everyday life on a working ranch. We volunteers have had some appreciative comments on our endeavor 
from those folks hiking past the project and it is nice to know that there are folks out there who care that 
California’s history is in the process of being preserved.  

 
 

CityContact Information 

 Hike Schedule,
  www.escondido.org/ daley- ranch-             
hikes.aspx 

  Ranger Station, 
 760 839-4680 

   Tracking Team, Duane Boney, 
  760 839-4345 

  Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy Boyd, 
  760 839-4345

Building 3 in 1998

Supervisor Dave Roberts and son pitch in on the restoration of building 3. 
Pictured: Jerry Harmon, Dave, Dave’s son, Jim Schafer, Mayra Salazar Magos, Dick Alt-
house.

Building 3, April, 2016
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                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 
and also to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the sub-
ject line to get this newsletter electronically. 

 
The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to: 

• Support the protection, maintenance, and restora-
tion of the Daley Ranch Conservation Bank, na-
tive habitats and wildlife  

• Promote education about the biological and his-
toric value of Daley Ranch  
  

• Encourage responsible recreational use consis-
tent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife  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