
What’s Up at Daley Ranch  
 Colleen MacKinnon 

 Spring has begun and with it our 2017 Seventh Grade Field Trips are underway.  We are excited to now 
host students from the new Quantum Academy alongside their peers from middle schools in the Escondido 
Union School District.  This year we are able to have the students bused directly into the ranch, which allows 
them over 45 minutes at each station.  As usual, the stations highlight the history and biological resources of 
the Ranch.  Due to the recent rains, one lucky group of students was 
able to to take an impromptu and unlikely hike to a waterfall.  We thank 
you the members of Friends of Daley Ranch, the City’s Rangers, the 
Escondido Charitable Foundation, SDG&E, Cox Cares, CBS News 8 
and the North County Sierra Club for their continued support of this 
program.  
 Our partnership with The Escondido Creek Conservancy to 
help “Save 1000 Acres” is well underway.  Due to an extremely 
generous bequest from a long-time supporter, we are matching up to 
$50,000 in contributions.  This will be FODR’s largest expenditure of 
funds in our nearly 20-year history and aligns perfectly with our goal of 
preservation.  We urge our community to support the acquisition of 
these two properties near Daley Ranch as permanent open space.  
Please visit  http://escondidocreek.org/save1000/ and donate today! 
 Congratulations to our webmaster, Don Piller!  During the 
February State of the City Address, Don received the City Council’s 
Education Award for his work with OASIS, where he teaches a range 
of computer classes for senior citizens.  Following the award 
ceremony, Mayor Sam Abed unveiled the “Escondido Charm 2017” 
video, which is available on the City’s YouTube Channel, https://
www.youtube.com/CityofEscondidoCA.  Meanwhile on the internet, the 
Crazy Tourist website recently listed Daley Ranch as one of their “15 
Best Things to Do in Escondido, https://www.thecrazytourist.com/15-
best-things-escondido-ca/.  We’ve also made the list at Three Best 
Rated for hiking trails in Escondido”  https://threebestrated.com/hiking-
trails-in-escondido-ca.   Please visit us at daleyranch.org or on 
Facebook for the latest hike schedules, volunteer opportunities and 
news. And come on by to see us in person every 2nd Sunday between 11AM and 2PM at the Ranch House. 

Winter Floods Bring Spring 
Flowers 

 FODR treasurer, Rick Paul, 
snapped this shot during one of our 
many winter storms.  What a a 
difference ample rain makes.  The 
Ranch is beautiful right now.  Come 
on out! 

Daley Ranch News 

Friends of Daley Ranch 
Spring 2017

Escondido seventh graders on the move.
Photo courtesy of SandraLeePhotography.com

http://SandraLeePhotography.com
http://escondidocreek.org/save1000/
https://www.youtube.com/CityofEscondidoCA
https://www.thecrazytourist.com/15-best-things-escondido-ca/
https://threebestrated.com/hiking-trails-in-escondido-ca
http://SandraLeePhotography.com


                  Woodrats of Daley Ranch 
Denise Harter 

 San Diego is home to several species of woodrats, aka “pack rats,” 
which are native to the New World (unlike the pesky “roof rat” aka black rat, 
which is a European import).  The woodrat you’ll find on Daley Ranch is the big-
eared woodrat (Neotoma macrotis). They are nocturnal and forage within 50 to 
100 feet of their nests, eating everything from woody plants to acorns to flowers 
to fungi, traveling along well-used trails. Like cats, these native rodents are 
meticulous in their grooming habits. 
They are energetic, curious, and 
shy. 
 Like its woodrat cousins  
living in the mountains and deserts, 
the big-eared woodrat builds its 
home out of sticks, twigs, and 
leaves. But unlike the desert 
woodrat, which makes its nest in 
rock crevices or on rock ledges, the 
big-eared woodrat builds impressive 
structures that can stand up to 6 
feet  tall (or even higher!) and 
measure 6  feet wide at the base - 
think woody igloo. The locations they favor for their nests are within the leafless 
“bell” interiors of laurel sumac bushes or around the base of oak trees.  
 A woodrat house is fastidiously maintained by its inhabitants and the 
houses are passed down from generation to generation; in some cases, woodrat 
debris piles hundreds or even thousands of years old have been used by 
archaeologists to study climate and flora of the past! These surprisingly complex 
structures have multiple entrances and specialized chambers for things such as 
sleeping, food storage, and waste. A nest is typically occupied by a single female 
and her juvenile offspring, but woodrat nests are also home to a variety of other 
species such as deer mice, lizards, insects, and even snakes. Adult daughters 
may build their nests nearby and continue to use the same feeding areas. Males 
often build their nests in the branches of oak trees. 
 Look for these structures just off the trail or up on the hillsides as you 
hike around Daley Ranch.  Remember: It is against the law to disturb a woodrat 
nest, so look and take pictures only! 

Have a Camera?  Join us at the Daley Ranch iNaturalist 
Project 

Did you know that Daley Ranch has a project on iNaturalist? 
iNaturalist is an open source, citizen science built database 
being used by nature and wildlife enthusiasts and researchers 
around the world! If you can take a picture of a plant or 
animal, you can upload it to iNaturalist! Use the link below to 
set up your account, which can be accessed from your laptop 
as well as through a free app on your smartphone, and start 
contributing to this awesome endeavor today! Once you have 
your account set up, please navigate to Projects and join the 
Daley Ranch project - "Daley Ranch Escondido California." 

 Friends of Daley Ranch Contact 
Information 

 PO Box 461173 Escondido, CA                           
92046-1173,  daleyranch.org 

  Colleen Mackinnon, President,
 760 480 -1917 

Jim Schafer, Vice President, 
 760 746-0447

  Rick Mercurio, Secretary, 
 760 751-2275 

 Rick Paul, Treasurer, 
 760 505-9840 

 Jerry Harmon, Member, 
 760 480-9483 
 

 Dick Althouse, Member, 
 760 741-7629 

Fred Woods, Member, 760 745-4533

Su Scott, Member, 760 855 1098

  Don Piller, Webmaster. 
dpiller@cox.net 

CityContact Information 

 Hike Schedule,
  www.escondido.org/ daley- ranch-             
hikes.aspx 

  Ranger Station, 
 760 839-4680 

   Tracking Team, Denise Harter, 
  denisetracks@gmail.com

  Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy Boyd, 
  760 839-4345
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New World (unlike the pesky “roof rat” aka black rat, which is a European import).  The 
woodrat you’ll find on Daley Ranch is the big-eared woodrat (Neotoma macrotis). They are 
nocturnal and forage within 50 to 100 feet of their nests, eating everything from woody plants 
to acorns to flowers to fungi, traveling along well-used trails. Like cats, these native rodents 
are meticulous in their grooming habits. They are energetic, curious, and shy.

Like its woodrat cousins living in the mountains and deserts, the big-eared woodrat builds its 
home out of sticks, twigs, and leaves. But unlike the desert woodrat, which makes its nest in 
rock crevices or on rock ledges, the big-eared woodrat builds impressive structures that can 
stand up to 6 feet tall (or even higher!) and measure 6 feet wide at the base - think woody 
igloo. The locations they favor for their nests are within the leafless “bell” interiors of laurel 
sumac bushes or around the base of oak trees. 

A woodrat house is fastidiously maintained by its inhabitants and the houses are passed 
down from generation to generation; in some cases, woodrat debris piles hundreds or even 
thousands of years old have been used by archaeologists to study climate and flora of the 
past! These surprisingly complex structures have multiple entrances and specialized 
chambers for things such as sleeping, food storage, and waste. A nest is typically occupied 
by a single female and her juvenile offspring, but woodrat nests are also home to a variety of 
other species such as deer mice, lizards, insects, and even snakes. Adult daughters may 
build their nests nearby and continue to use the same feeding areas. Males often build their 
nests in the branches of oak trees.

Look for these structures just off the trail or up on the hillsides as you hike around Daley 
Ranch. Remember: It is against the law to disturb a woodrat nest, so look and take pictures 
only!
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Royal and Perla Akin loved Daley Ranch, 
leave generous legacy gift to FODR 

Rick Mercurio 
     A special couple has bequeathed a large donation to the Friends of Daley Ranch through their 
family trust. Perla Sevillano-Gil Akin passed away in February of 2013, and her husband Royal 
Akin passed in January of 2016. Both were long-time supporters of the Friends of Daley Ranch, 
regularly enjoying its natural beauty and hiking its trails. 
     FODR’s Executive Board used a major portion of the Akins’ gift to create a matching 
campaign for Save1000Acres, the plan to purchase two properties on either side of Daley Ranch 
as permanent open space for wildlife connectivity. FODR will match all donations, dollar for 
dollar, up to $50,000. The Escondido Creek Conservancy is spearheading the effort to preserve 
these habitat wildlife corridors in perpetuity. FODR launched a mail campaign in March to its 
membership to support Save1000Acres. 
     The Akins had two daughters, and both were guests of FODR at the January Executive Board 
breakfast meeting. Nina Akin and Andrea Douglas shared their parents’ affection for Daley 
Ranch, and the Board discussed ways in which FODR could honor them. Nina and Andrea 
believed their parents would be very pleased to know that much of their gift was to be used for 
acquiring more open space in the vicinity of Daley Ranch. 
     The FODR Board is extremely grateful for the Akins’ generous tribute to Daley Ranch. 
President Colleen Mackinnon hopes that this gift might inspire other Friends of Daley Ranch to 
make a similar provision in their wills or trusts. For more information on how to add FODR to 
your family legacy, please contact Colleen at 760-708-6445. 
     Perla, born in 1924, was an anesthesiologist who had worked in obstetrics at Sharp Memorial 
Hospital. Descended from a family of Spanish doctors, she earned her M.D. at the University of 
San Marcos in Lima, Peru. She was married to Royal for 54 years, and they both enjoyed their 
Escondido home overlooking Lake Hodges. She was a loving mother to her daughters and a 
devoted grandmother to Ian and Faith Douglas. Perla was a committed philanthropist and was 
an ardent hiker, lover of art, travel and nature. Besides her FODR membership, she was a life 
member of the Sierra Club. 
     Royal, born in Iowa in 1923, was an engineer and co-founder of Gamma Scientific, a local 
optical instrument manufacturer. After getting his start in scientific and technical work in the 
L.A. area, he moved to San Diego County as a young man and worked at Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography and the Naval Electronics Laboratory as an optical engineer. He developed 
instruments that went to the moon on the Lunar Rover, and to the deep sea in the Trieste 
Bathyscaph. In 1961, he and his partner Harold Field founded Gamma, which specialized in 
developing and building photometric devices. Akin held patents on a number of scientific devices.   
     Royal was a musician, an amateur botanist, and he loved the open spaces of San Diego 
County. He and Perla supported and contributed to the preservation of parklands and preserves 
in the county, including Daley Ranch. Before he died, Royal had completed his “opus,” a 600-
page novel he had hoped to publish. According to his daughters, he will be remembered as a 
“humble, kind, patient and generous man, always with a story to tell, an interesting fact to share, 
and with an astonishing ability to repair anything that was broken and to improve anything that 
wasn’t.”



daleyranch.org!  
daleyranch.org 

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 

 
 

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for 
Daley Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and 
also to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available 
at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject 
line to get this newsletter electronically. 
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