
Waiting for the Last Bus - Fred Woods, President of 
FODR

After quite a few months of planning based on an attendance estimate 
of about 30 members and supporters, our 1st annual picnic at the 
Ranch House hosted over 100 guests. Most arrived on busses 
provided by the City, while others hiked up the Ranch House Road. We 
signed up some new members and saw lots of faces we can now put 
to familiar names. 

As it was the second Sunday of the month, they were all able to tour 
the historic Ranch House before having a picnic lunch on the “lawn” by 
the barn, followed by a brief informational welcome message from 
President Fred Woods, and some words of wisdom from Jerry Harmon.

Lunch was made possible by your hard working FODR board.  Special 
thanks for Colleen MacKinnon’s planning skills and food arrangements, 
and to Su Scott for bringing more chairs and tables at the last minute. 
Thanks also to the Ranger staff who make everything we do possible. 
We hope you enjoyed the picnic and would really like your feedback for 
next year. Please use daleyranch.org or daleyranch@yahoo.com to let 
us know what you liked, or give us some suggestions for the future. 

As already mentioned, the busses were generously provided by the 
City of Escondido. Without their help, we would have had fewer people 
show up to see how beautiful the Ranch House turned out, and enjoy 
the quiet peacefulness of the Park. The group sitting on the log is 
waiting for the last bus to take them down the hill. It is our hope that 
the Sunday bus that used to help take people up the hill to the Ranch 
House area will soon be back. A large portion of the citizens of 
Escondido will never see Daley Ranch without the return of the Sunday 
bus. 

We hope the people sitting on the log will definitely not be getting on 
the last bus to Daley Ranch. 
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92046-1173, daleyranch.org 

  Fred Woods, President, 
  760 745-4533 

  Rick Mercurio, Secretary, 
 760 751-2275 

 Rick Paul, Treasurer, 
 760 505-9840 

 Jerry Harmon, Member, 
 760 480-9483 
 

 Dick Althouse, Member, 
 760 741-7629 

 Jim Schafer, Member, 
 760 746-0447 

 Colleen Mackinnon, Member,
 760 480 -1917

  Don Piller, Webmaster. 
dpiller@cox.net 

 Linda Shipman, Social Media 

mailto:dpiller@cox.net
mailto:daleyranch@yahoo.com
mailto:dpiller@cox.net


“Raindrops Keep Falling On My Head”… Utility Building Update- Dick Althouse 
 

Or so the song goes. We, the Friends of Daley Ranch, are well 
aware of the other words to a once-popular song: “It never rains in 
California.” But the friendly weatherman promises otherwise this coming 
winter…… So, now that the framing is complete on the side walls of our 
little venture, ‘ta dah,’ the new “old wagon barn,” we volunteers have to 
get busy and put the siding on the building. Then we’ll have to get up 
there and “hang them rafters” and attach our roofing to keep them 
raindrops out. 

It is fun to hear some people comment on the lumber as it sits 
in my truck parked in front of the barn. “Oh, I see that you are using old 
recycled lumber to build with.” “No,” I answer. “The lumber is new, just a 
bit distressed with a chainsaw along the surface and stained to give it 
the appearance of being old. You can’t have an old barn that looks brand 
new on the inside.

Since we are actually putting up a brand new building from 
scratch, we had to meet the new building codes. This mean traps on 
some of the stress points, as well as Simpson brackets at some critical 
points. And of course a new concrete foundation under the building. 
BUT…. Not to worry. From the outside, using the old 1x10 weathered 
siding that was saved during the “teardown before it fell down,” it will 
look just like the old structure for years to come and the next generation 
will be able to see what it was like in the old days. Hopefully we can find 
an old wooden-spoked wagon or two to park inside or perhaps an old 
wheeled cultivator that was once pulled behind an old tractor.

When I restored the old Pullman railroad car that sits alongside 
the Depot at Grape Day Park, I would sometimes listen to some of the 
visitors remark about how they had never been inside a railroad car 
before. Other times I would see the kids get all excited about the model 
train display inside the car that depicts the run from Oceanside to 
Escondido. The HO scale train completes its journey around the table 
and includes the towns from the 1920s. Like the train, these old 
buildings here at Daley Ranch are part of our heritage, and they 
remind us of everyday life for Escondido’s early residents in years 
gone by. Lest we forget, life is good in Southern California.
 

The Friends of Daley Ranch Looking for a 
Marketing Associate:   Colleen Mackinnon 
We are seeking an individual to help us develop marketing and 
educational materials.  This is a part-time volunteer position and 
requires a self-motivated individual who works well in a casual 
multi-generational setting.  Must have writing and graphic design 
skills for ads, posters, package design.  Time commitment is 5-10 
hours a month. 

RESPONSIBILITIES  
•    Attend Board Meetings 

•    Create miscellaneous flyers, posters and other products. 
•    Participate in FODR events. 

Please send your cover letter with resume or portfolio to daleyranch@yahoo.com.  
Thank you! 

City Contact Information 

 Hike Schedule,
  www.escondido.org/ daley- ranch-             
hikes.aspx 

  Ranger Station, 
 760 839-4680 

   Tracking Team, Duane Boney, 
  760 839-4345 

  Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy Boyd, 
  760 839-4345 

November 15, 2015, walls framed.

January 7, 2016, rafters and siding up.
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City Completes Work on New Restrooms -   Bruce Swanson

This December beautiful new restrooms located just northeast 
of the Ranch House opened for public use.  The project which 
took a little over a year in creation features flush toilets, electric 
hand driers and drinking fountains.  A special water filtration 
system was installed to use well water from the Ranch.  
Special effort was made to have the design of  the $400,000 
project complement the existing historic Ranch House.  The 
facility will be open for general public use and special events at 
the Ranch.  A video of the project can be found at: 
www.youtube.com/user/CityofEscondidoCA 

Our 2014 - 2015 Donors:  Thank You! 
You may donate with your credit card at our website: daleyranch.org 

Guy and Mary Jo Harman
$501 to $1000

William  and Miriam Sherrard

Dick Althouse
Daniel Dragan

$101 to $500
Arie De Jong Amber Emslie

Pamela Stahl  

Peter and Pat Benson
John Bryant
Laurence Flora
John and Katherine Kitteredg
William and Suzann Leininger

$51 to $100
Rick Mercurio
Rick Paul
Joan Perron
Lillian Schafer 

Larry Schultz and Judy Vance
Bill and Debbie Simpson
Paul Van Elderen
Leonard Wittwer

Michael Allen
Tisha Bennett
Doug and Rita Bowcock
Ray and Rachel Caldwell
Orval Carter
Alexa Clausen
Brian and Julie Croll
F.K. Delaney
Robert Fetters
Paul and Ingrid  Fleischer
Elinore and Galen Foulke
Don and Janet Gallup
Mary and Roy Garrett

Up to $50
Tom and Helen Guidugli
Susen Herold
Charles Kahle
Dorothy Kline
Tony and Carolyn Kurtz
Alan Lambert
Karen Larson
Nancy Litzenberg
Jesse Longacre
Antonio Marquez
Katya McLane
Sara Medall
Janice Nyberg

Monica O”Neil
Bonnie Packert & Fred Watkins
Anita Peterson
Nanci Reeder
Pam Rohr
George Sardina
Diane and Kurt Schrodt
William Simons
Susan Stiver
Philip and Marianne Stone
Bruce Swanson
Barbara and Joseph Walter
Mike Whalen
Gerald and Eva Wilson
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!  

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 

 
 

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 
and also to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-
hikes.aspx                                                                      
    Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the 
subject line to get this newsletter electronically. 

 
The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to: 
• Support the protection, maintenance, and 

restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation Bank, 
native habitats and wildlife  

• Promote education about the biological and historic 
value of Daley Ranch  
 

• Encourage responsible recreational use consistent 
with conservation of native habitats and wildlife  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