
Friends of Daley Ranch 

Contact Information 

Autumn 2014 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

Fred Woods, President 

760 745-4533 

 

Mike Whalen Vice President 

760 740-1370 

 

Rick Mercurio, Secretary 

760 751-2275 

 

Rick Paul, Treasurer  

760 505-9840 

 

Carol Stanford, Communications 

760 741-7122 

 

Jerry Harmon, Member 

760 480-9483 

 

Dick Althouse, Member 

760 741-7629 

 

Jim Schafer, Member 

760 746-0447 

  

Don Piller, Webmaster 

dpiller@cox.net  

 

Hike Schedule 

www.escondido.org/daley-

ranch-hikes.aspx 

 

Ranger Station 

760 839-4680 

 

Tracking Team 

Duane Boney 760 839-4345 

 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Sue Evarts  760 839-4680 

 

 

City Contact Information 

Serendipity, and Bird Banding, at Daley Ranch - Brian Swanson 

Friends of Daley Ranch 

 Daley Ranch News 

Do you ever take a hike at Daley Ranch and see other people enjoying the         

preserve? Of course! I regularly greet hikers and bikers, and even wave to our   

caring rangers and find it makes for a more enjoyable experience. Last summer I 

spotted two women carrying some curious sticks. I stopped to talk, and met Sarah 

MacLean and her mom, Wendy MacLean. I love birds, and lead bird hikes. Sarah 

was conducting a bird banding study at Daley Ranch, and before I continued my 

hike, she let me help her band a California towhee.   

Growing up in Escondido,  

Sarah was exposed to the out-

doors by her mom, who 

bought Sarah her first bird 

guide. An article on the Great 

Backyard Bird Count 

launched Sarah into participat-

ing in Citizen Science project 

from the Cornell Institute of 

Ornithology, which led to her 

working there as an under-

graduate student. She is now a 

Ph.D. candidate at UC Berke-

ley in Environmental Science.  

Sarah is interested in why dif-

ferent species of birds are found where they are, and how this is influenced by cli-

mate change and urbanization. Growing up in Escondido, birds were the most ac-

cessible nature available to her. Sarah learned how to band birds from Dr. David 

Bonter, former leader of Project FeederWatch at Cornell Lab of Ornithology. The 

first time she held a cardinal in her hand, she was hooked on research through 

banding.   

The Daley Ranch banding project began this summer, with the overarching goal of 

learning more about how birds use the ranch habitat, which is an important refuge 

amidst suburban sprawl. A secondary goal is to develop ways of getting ranch visi-

tors to look for and report banded birds. We want to learn how to conduct more 

effective citizen science projects. Finally, a huge personal goal of Sarah’s is to  

offer field biology opportunities to high school students. Last spring she helped 

organize the first annual native bird and plant walk for OGHS biology students 

and teacher.          Continued on page 2 

Sarah and Wendy MacLean banding a towhee. 



President’s Message: Second Sundays – Fred Woods 
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“Stay on the Trail” at Daley to Preserve Nature—Rick Mercurio 

Great News!!!  After years of waiting, the Historic Daley Ranch House is open for public viewing. You can 

join other eager hikers every second Sunday of each month, from 11:00 to 2:00, for a docent led tour of the 

house. Learn all kinds of interesting facts and history about the house and what it was used for. Bring your 

cameras for rare pictures of the inside of the “Great Room”. Marvel at the workmanship of the early craftsmen 

who built the Ranch House in the mid 1920’s. The first official “Second Sunday” was October 12th and the 

first visitor was Doug Corpman, who was given the first tour and lots of information from Ranger Greg Ander-

son. FODR board members Fred Woods and Mike Whalen were also there to help out. 

Other good news is the City has approved bringing the Sunday bus back at 

a future date. They first have to locate a willing organization to lease a bus 

from. We will let you know when that is going to happen. Check out our 

web site at daleyranch.org or visit our Facebook page for information about 

the bus, hikes, our restoration projects, and other activities. 

Finally, everything we do is financed by your generous donations to the 

Friends of Daley Ranch. With your annual dues, or special donations, we 

fund our restoration projects, Ranch signs like the ones on Stanley Peak, 

our plant guides, and our school trips for Escondido 7th grade students. We 

have written numerous grants the past few years and have been very suc-

cessful to help pay for some of the costs of our projects. We could still use 

more. If you haven’t sent us your dues lately, please consider helping us 

out by sending a check or using  Pay Pal on our website.   Thank You!!  

After obtaining permission from USFWS, Cal FWS, and the City of      

Escondido, Sarah began banding birds. By early September she had band-

ed nine California towhees. She will also be targeting spotted towhees, 

golden-crowned sparrows, dark-eyed juncos and house finches. These are 

easier species for visitors to spot, so hopefully visitors will be able to    

notice the color bands. The banding will continue for at least the next five 

years. If successful, the goal is to turn it into a long-term monitoring pro-

ject at Daley Ranch, which will provide useful information to the rangers, 

and educational opportunities for visitors. Since Sarah is living in Berke-

ley, the banding will only be done occasionally when she is visiting       

Escondido. That’s why it is so important to have visitors report bird sight-

ings, since Sarah can’t do it all herself! 

Bird Banding Basics: Each bird has three color bands and one silver metal band, for a total of four bands, two 

on each leg. Please note which colors are on the left leg, and which are on the right. Even partial observations 

will be incredibly helpful. Also provide a general description of where the bird was observed, and what you 

were doing when you saw it --- just taking a hike, or actually looking for birds? Please email all observations 

to daleyranchbirds@gmail.com. You can also visit daleyranchbirds.weebly.com for more information about 

banding and how to read bands (including a diagram, since it can be confusing). The rangers have already re-

ceived a report of the birds banded in August. Sarah will be maintaining a blog on the project website:  http://

daleyranchbirds.weebly.com/blog. Check it out to get updates, and to learn about future banding events. 

Bird banding continued       

Doug Corpman, the first visitor.   

Sarah MacLean and Brian Swanson, 

bird in hand, on the ranch.  

mailto:daleyranchbirds@gmail.com
http://daleyranchbirds.weebly.com
http://daleyranchbirds.weebly.com/blog
http://daleyranchbirds.weebly.com/blog
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The Foreman’s Shack, the first in line of the four old worn out 

buildings just north of the Ranch House, had a photo tacked to 

it of what the Shack looked like before restoration began with a 

note promising that “this is what you will get in return when 

the restoration is completed.” True to our word, the Friends of 

Daley Ranch have finished our 15 month task. It still looks like 

a nasty old shack, but it has new interior timber framework, a 

new floor,  and a new roof. We hope it will last another fifty 

years. There were no frills associated with living in that domi-

cile, but it was a dry place to lay one’s head in preparation for 

another workday on the Ranch.  

Now we will roll up our sleeves and begin work on Building 

#2, the storage shed next door. Within its walls are contained 

the exterior siding, the 

weathered, sometimes warped outer skin of its sister, Building #3 which 

lost its struggle with Father Time and fell down onto its northern side 

several years ago. Building #2 is in pretty good shape for its age. It is not 

pretty by a long shot, but aside from being a wee bit out of square in one 

corner, little will be needed to aid in its rejuvenation. We will put jacks 

under it, raise it above ground 12 inches, block it there temporarily, and 

put new footings under the corners and perhaps along the side walls.  

With that completed, it’s on to Building #4. (We are going to skip #3 for 

the time being, as it will be a “ground up” restoration requiring consider-

ably more work. Building #3 will be the largest of the four structures 

when completed and we hope to store some old wagons and farm imple-

ments inside for public viewing.) 

Last, but not the very least, is my favorite building on site: the nasty, nasty looking “little runt” at the end of 

the road lying north of the other three. We have yet to determine what Building #4 was used for, perhaps a 

tool sharpening room, or a repair shop. Hanging from the rafters is the 

remains of some king of power shaft, complete with an old wheel similar 

to the old belt drive shafts of yesteryear.  

Building #4 poses a unique challenge, because if we dismantle the build-

ing to build a new wood framework inside, we may not be able to put 

the building back together. So...the thought is to construct a steel frame-

work inside and add only what is necessary to the original wood framing 

to strengthen the deteriorated lumber that is beyond repair. A challenge 

of challenges.  

When we are finished with all four restorations, perhaps it will be said, 

“Who was that masked man?” Hi Ho Silver! 

It’s a Long, Long Road—Dick Althouse 

 

Dick in front of the Foreman’s Residence after 

restoration was completed.  

Author’s favorite: Building #4 

#2, our current restoration project 

 

FODR expresses its sincere gratitude to Escondido Rotary, which awarded us  

a $1,000 grant for our school visit program.   THANK YOU ESCONDIDO ROTARY! 



Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, organization.  

Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for Membership  Building restoration   
     

New Member     Continuing Member 

$15 Senior/Student    $35 Contributing    $50 Sustaining    $100 Corporate    $500 Benefactor    $______  
 

My primary interests are: Conservation      Recorded History    Natural history    Hiking   Mountain biking    

     Equestrian Use   Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  Newsletter editor    Fundraising    Building Committee    Education Committee  

      Recreation Committee Other:___________________ 

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.daleyranch.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evarts at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 

Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 

available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      

subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 

PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

   

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     

restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 

Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 

historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-

sistent with conservation of native habitats and 

wildlife 
 

 


