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Oaks in Peril at Daley Ranch, Entire State - Rick Mercurio 

Friends of Daley Ranch 

 Daley Ranch News 

The depressing sight is hard to miss. Hike along virtually any of the 25 miles of 
trails wending through Daley Ranch, and you 
will be struck by the number of dead and dying 
oak trees. It is heart wrenching, and the problem 
is bound to get worse before it gets better. The 
majestic oak is the signature tree on the ranch, 
and many of the “victims” are the oldest and 
grandest specimens. What is going on? 

It seems that California’s oaks are under siege on 
a number of fronts. Even in rainy years, oaks face 
natural pests and diseases, and the trees have 
evolved natural defenses. But with our persistent 
drought, the oaks’ resiliency is substantially 
weakened.  

Gold-spotted borer 

The big headliner pest in San Diego County is the gold-spotted oak borer, which 
has killed more than 80,000 oaks in the county. According to East County Maga-
zine, the borer is native to Guatemala, southern Mexico and southeast Arizona; the 
beetle was first discovered in San Diego County in 2004. Experts believe it most 
likely hitched a ride into the area on firewood, since the gold-spotted oak borer can 
survive for years in dead woods. It can attack and kill coast live oaks, California 
black oaks and canyon oaks. Engelmann oaks and other tree species are believed 
safe from the pest, which is good news for Daley Ranch’s rare Engelmanns.  

Symptoms of infestation include dark black or red staining, as well as D-shaped 
exit holes on the main stem and large branches, as well as crown thinning and dy-
ing of tree canopies. 

The beetles can fly up to 10 miles. They also can be transported on firewood. Thus 
officials urge that you do not move firewood. If you go camping, use wood availa-
ble for purchase near the campground. Unfortunately there is no known treatment 
yet for the gold-spotted oak borer, though research continues in hopes of finding 
an effective pesticide or bio-controls. But some experts are suggested chemicals 
that may work, as well as other tactics to limit spread of this deadly oak disease.  

The situation at DR 

Dan Hippert, the supervising ranger of Daley Ranch, believes the gold-spotted oak 
borer has yet to infest the ranch, but that another, less dangerous borer is responsi-
ble for the dying oaks there. He reports: 

“Regarding the die-back at Daley Ranch, to my 
knowledge there have been no findings of the Gold- Continued on page 3 



The Quest for Ranch History – FODR President Fred Woods 
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Daley Ranch.  We all love to go there.  We even think we know a lot of its history.  
We know Robert Daley was the first to live there in the 1860’s, where he eventually 
got  married, raised a family, built a dairy and a large construction company.  We 
know important milestones and events, but details of day-to-day happenings are less 
well known.  

We would like your help in filling some of the blanks and giving the Daley story the   
human touch it needs.  Some of you probably visited the Ranch at some time before 
the developers arrived.  Maybe you went to the Ranch House for a visit, or swam in the 
ponds, or played in the barn.  Perhaps some of you even snuck onto the ranch just to 
hike the trails and enjoy the views.  Did you bring a camera and take pictures?  Did 

you know, and/or speak to any of the Daley’s?  Perhaps you’re a relative or former classmate of some of the 
Daley family members.   

It would be helpful to us if we could have copies of your pictures and listen to your stories, or have the names 
of people we could contact for their memories.  We would like anything that can help us fill in those blanks 
and make the Daley history more personal. 

How can you help? Simple. Just send anything you have to my email address, fredwoods@cox.net or, if you 
are mildly incompetent with technology like I am, use the snail mail and send to Friends of Daley Ranch, c/o 
Fred Woods, 542 La Pradera Lane, Escondido, 92026. 

Please make sure you label everything with your name so we can thank you, and give proper credit to the 
source of any new information.  If you send pictures, please date, and identify any people who may be in them. 
Again, we would need your consent in order to share them with others. 

Copies of any submitted materials are best, since we can’t return items due to our limited budget. 

Thank you, in advance, for any assistance you can provide. 

The Daley Ranch Facebook page is overseen by volunteer Linda Ship-
man.  When The Daley Ranch Conservation area was established in 
1996 Linda was employed as a Park Ranger Aid.  Her appreciation of 
nature, truly complimented the conservation aspects of the Ranch.   
When helping to develop the  naturalist and bike patrol programs, she 
strove to highlight the importance of protecting the habitats and histor-
ic value of the Ranch. Her Park Ranger II responsibilities also included 
trail maintenance, training volunteers and leading hikes.  She also con-
tributed to the research and development of the Daley Ranch informa-
tional signage.  Linda formally retired in 2006, but continued to work 
part-time for the City of Escondido Park Ranger Division until 
2008.  Linda’s continuing interests are in preserving historical, cultural, 
natural, educational and recreational values that are found in San Die-
go’s open spaces.  Her volunteer activities for organizations that pro-
mote these interests lead to her involvement with Daley Ranch’s  Face-
book page.  
The Friends of Daley Ranch are grateful to Linda for her contributions, 
to Facebook, the Daley Ranch, and the City of Escondido. 

Meet Linda Shipman – Colleen Mackinnon 
 

Bring the ranch home. 

Gorgeous photographs of    

Daley Ranch by              

Sandy Zelasko available as  

Prints  

and 

Notecards.  

View the six beautiful images 

online at  daleyranch.org and 

facebook.com/daley.ranch. 

Your purchase helps support 

the Friends of Daley Ranch.  

Thank you Sandy! 

 

mailto:fredwoods@cox.net


Oaks continued 
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Spotted Oak Borer (GSOB) anywhere in our vicinity.  This is per information provided by the University of 
California in January 2015 (http://ucanr.edu/sites/gsobinfo/About_Goldspotted_Oak_Borer_930/Location/
#SDCo).  The closest known infestations of GSOB are in the Laguna and Palomar Mountains in San Diego 
County, and in and around Idyllwild in Riverside County.  Several months ago I had the City’s arborist look at 
trees near the ranch house on Daley Ranch.  He was able to locate some active borers in coast live oaks, and 
sent samples to the local UC representative. The larvae were identified as a species different from GSOB, 
which are not as devastating as GSOB.  

“Because of the issues with the ongoing drought, we expect additional trees to be infested.  However, because 
we don’t harvest our trees for firewood, there is little 
risk of spreading these insects through human inter-
vention.  The current Best Management Practices 
(BMP’s) for control of boring insects is to not move 
cut wood away from where it’s cut, and not import 
any wood from areas that have known infestations. 
As you know, we don’t allow wood fires at the Lake 
Dixon campground, so we don’t have much trouble 
with imported wood there. 

“Because we operate as a preserve, we strive to let 
natural processes take their course throughout the 
Ranch.  We will continue to monitor die-back activi-
ty, and I’ll send samples of larvae found in dying 
trees to the UC labs for identification.  If I’m in-
formed of any GSOB samples found in our vicinity, 
I’ll take appropriate action to ensure we use BMP’s to 
reduce the effects of the insects.” 

FODR Board member Jim Schafer has also studied the oak die-off phenomenon. He writes, “The devastating 
threat of the GSOB is that it kills 90% or more of the larger, more mature oaks regardless of any other stress-
ors such as drought, damaged roots, etc.  California's native red oaks are not resistant, nor are there any natural 
systems in place to control the GSOB. 

Sudden Oak Death 

In northern California, UC Berkeley scientists are tracking a scary and deadly pathogen called Sudden Oak 
Death (SOD). Over the past five years it has killed large numbers of coast live oaks, tanoaks and black oaks in 
California’s coastal counties, and as far north as Oregon. SOD is a disease that can infect and kill not only  
several species of oaks, but also other broadleaf plants, such as rhododendron, madrone, buckeye, and big leaf 
maple.  

An afflicted oak will develop a girdle of dead tissue underneath the bark around its circumference that destroys 
the tree's vascular system, and the tree dies rapidly, sometimes within a few weeks. Scientists say SOD is 
caused by a previously unknown species of Phytophthora, a fungus-like brown alga related to the pathogen 
that caused the Irish potato famine. The new organism is named Phytophthora ramorum. It spreads when 
spores disperse during wet and windy weather.  

It is certainly ironic that in northern counties wet weather is spreading death, while in southern areas the 
drought is accelerating the killing of oaks. We can only hope that Daley Ranch is spared the worst of the     
ongoing devastation. 

 

http://ucanr.edu/sites/gsobinfo/About_Goldspotted_Oak_Borer_930/Location/%23SDCo
http://ucanr.edu/sites/gsobinfo/About_Goldspotted_Oak_Borer_930/Location/%23SDCo


Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for Membership  Building restoration   
     

New Member     Continuing Member 

$15 Senior/Student    $35 Contributing    $50 Sustaining    $100 Corporate    $500 Benefactor    $______  
 

My primary interests are: Conservation      Recorded History    Natural history    Hiking   Mountain biking    
     Equestrian Use   Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  Newsletter editor    Fundraising    Building Committee    Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.daleyranch.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 

 

 


