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Potential Addition to Daley Ranch - Kit Wilson & Rick Mercurio 

Friends of Daley Ranch 

 Daley Ranch News 

The Council Springs Ranch, adjacent to the western 
side of Daley Ranch, has become available for pur-
chase. The 88 acre property is located off the end of 
Rincon Ave. in the unincorporated county but adja-
cent to Escondido’s city boundary. It is near the Boul-
der Loop trail at the southern end of the Ranch on the 
western side.  

The property embraces mountain slopes and rolling hilltops that include a very 
nice grassland meadow with oak trees. Trails on the property could connect to the 
existing preserve and provide spectacular viewpoints over most of the surrounding 
area to the west. The owners have expressed an interest in seeing the land pre-
served, however they would also sell for private use or development if a buyer 
steps forward.  

The seller and broker are looking for a conservation sale, but at this time it is not 
clear who might purchase the land as open space or as an expansion to Daley 
Ranch.  The City of Escondido has been contacted but so far they have not ex-
pressed an interest in expanding the preserve.  

The Escondido Creek Conservancy is the local land trust capable of holding title 
and has expressed an interest. They have been and continue to be very active in 
acquiring land. On June 17 the FODR Board met with the broker, Kit Wilson, who 
shared details of the property. The Board is willing to lend its support to TECC or 
any other entity in creating an arrangement that could lead to adding the Council 
Springs property to Daley Ranch. 

 

7th grade  

students    

explore     
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including a 

tarantula and 

a wood rat’s 

nest with 

rangers     

during their 

tour of the 

ranch.  



Message from the FODR President—Fred Woods 
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Much has happened since our last issue. Our seventh grade field trip program served 
about 1,700 students over 8 days in March and April. Many thanks for your support 
and for the invaluable help from the City’s Rangers.  We also need to thank the    
Sierra Club for a $2,000 donation, and Cox Communications for an additional 
$2,000 grant for future trips.  

We also must thank all of you for your votes during the recent Eco 8 Ambassador 
contest in June.  We came in 3rd, and very close to 2nd. Although we didn’t win one 
of the top 2 prizes, we will receive an additional $2,000 for our efforts. More im-
portantly, we connected with many other non-profits who are impressed with our 
efforts to bring environmental awareness to our students.  

We are still 
awaiting word 
on two larger 
grants that 
would cover, 
if awarded, all 
of our expens-
es for next 
year’s field 
trips sched-
uled for 
March and 
April of 2016. 
Fingers 
crossed. 

Professional 
photographer, 
Sandy        
Zelasko, spent 
two days tak-
ing pictures of 
our field trips 
and has made them available to us for our use. Some were featured in our 
email and Facebook posts during the Eco 8 contest. Hope you enjoyed 
them. See more of her work at: sandraleephotography.com.  

If you haven’t already had a chance to tour the Ranch House, it’s open 
every 2nd Sunday from 11:00 to 2:00. During the June open house, we  
actually were visited by a couple who lived in the house for a few years. 
We hope their memories and pictures will help us fill in some gaps in our 
knowledge of the Ranch and how it operated.  

We are continuing to work with the City to bring back the Sunday shuttle 
for all of you who can’t make it to the Ranch House without help. Wish us 
luck.  We’ll provide updates when they happen. 

Finally, our sincere thanks to our newsletter editor, Wendy Barker. We 
wish you all the best in your new job, Wendy.  Escondido’s loss is most 
definitely Ojai’s gain. 

 

 

Above: Getting ready to take a step back in time inside the Ranch House.  

Below: Hands-on experiences 



Farewell to a Friend—Rick Mercurio 
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Wendy Barker, executive director of the Escondido History Center and also the newsletter editor for FODR, is 
leaving town for a new job in Ojai, CA starting in July. She leaves a tremendous legacy, and a huge void in 
the community, after many years of dedicated service. 

From her tiny office in Grape Day Park, Barker has guided the History Center through tough times, with many 
notable achievements, since becoming director in 1998. Escondido’s premier historian, Lucy Berk, is pro-
foundly impressed with Barker’s tenure. "Wendy came to Escondido and the Historical Society as a well 
trained sapling and has grown into a strong oak, sheltering and nourishing the organization and related 
spheres,” Berk said. “She brought the EHS into the new century, updating the name to Escondido History 
Center – and it surely has developed into a Center.”  Among other duties, Barker monitored Historic Preserva-
tion Commission meetings and worked with the Old Escondido Historic District. “ 

Five years ago the City of Escondido cut all funding to the History Center after many years of financial sup-
port. Barker had her work cut out for her in trying to establish new sources of revenue. “I am so proud of the 
fact that today we are a completely donor supported organization,” she said. “That’s probably my proudest 
work accomplishment. But it hasn’t been easy, and we’ve had to adjust some of our priorities. 

Barker has much to be proud of. Her hard work and passion for Escondido 
have improved our quality of life. 

Grape Day Park has been a source of both pride and frustration to Barker, 
who worked for years to improve the park. “A community gathering place 
since 1886, I am so glad that finally it has a Master Plan, just approved this 
year,” she said. “Movies in the Park is still going strong, and in its 8th season. 
It’s one of my favorite things about summer.”  

The History Center has flourished under Barker. “I love our museum, the 
awesome artifacts in our care, and the thousands of photographs of this beau-
tiful valley,” she said. “We teach blacksmithing and under my watch we add-
ed the wheelwright area.” The shop has built a historic stage coach and has 
done all the iron work for the San Salvador, the replica of Cabrillo’s ship. 
“We updated our permanent exhibits and I’m proud of how they look.” This 
September will be the 19th Grape Day festival since it was revived it in 1996. 

Cruisin’ Grand is another tradition aided by Barker. “I was the chair for its first six seasons,” she said. “I have 
many fond memories, especially of those first few years. We were so excited to see it succeed. I heard many 
stories of people reconnecting with former bosses or neighbors or classmates. It really was, and still is, a place 
where Escondido reconnects with each other, and with downtown.” 

Escondido Creek and its potential excite Barker, who has been a founding member of the Reveal Escondido 
Creek Committee. “I got so excited about the possibilities for a beautiful linear park because there is so much 
potential to make it a special place,” she said.  

Escondido Rotary: Barker has been a member for 16 years. As chair of the  their annual Halloween Window 
Painting Contest downtown for 5 years , she had lots of fun working with middle and high school students. 

Daley Ranch has benefitted from Barker’s expertise in assembling and editing the quarterly FODR newsletter. 
“Daley Ranch is where I learned to love our brown hills, and where I can hike without seeing anything man 
made except the path. It’s an Escondido jewel.”  

Facebook is where you’ll find all the guided hikes listed, photos, and more! 

Like us at  

Facebook.com/daley.ranch  



Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for Membership  Building restoration   
     

New Member     Continuing Member 

$15 Senior/Student    $35 Contributing    $50 Sustaining    $100 Corporate    $500 Benefactor    $______  
 

My primary interests are: Conservation      Recorded History    Natural history    Hiking   Mountain biking    
     Equestrian Use   Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  Newsletter editor    Fundraising    Building Committee    Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.daleyranch.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 

 

 


