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Fun, Food, Nature 

Save the Date for FODR’s Annual Picnic 
     You are cordially invited to FODR’s annual picnic and 
fundraiser on March 26, 2023. We welcome you to enjoy the 
beautiful nature of Daley Ranch with us, and hear and see the 
progress we have made in the past year.

     We will report on our achievements and our ongoing efforts 
to preserve and improve Daley Ranch, including future 
projects. We have invited Escondido’s new mayor, Dane 
White, to join us for some fun and education.


What: FODR annual picnic, fundraiser and membership drive

Where: The patio area of the Ranch House

When: Sunday, March 26, 10 a.m.

Cost: Free for members! If you have not renewed membership 
within the past year, please do so on-site. $10 for non-
members.

Highlights: Ranch House tour, hopefully the 
new Interpretive Trail tour, speakers, lunch


	 	 	 	 	 Schedule  
10:00    Shuttles start from the main La Honda gate to Ranch House 
10:15:   Registration begins 
10:30   Ranch house tours and hopefully Interpretive Trail if open 
11:30    Lunch/Auction 
12:00    Speakers/Program 
12:30    Auction winners announced 
1:00      Shuttles start from Ranch House toward the gate


     It takes a community to preserve Daley Ranch, the 
gem of Escondido. Let’s come out to meet and greet 
fellow friends of Daley Ranch and work together to make 
sure it remains a gem for the years to come! 
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FODR joins in statewide effort to promote outdoor education 
    Getting young people into the outdoors is vital in protecting and sustaining our environment, and to 
that end, FODR has joined 39 other like-minded organizations to promote government funding for just 
that. Recently, on behalf of FODR, President Jerry Harmon signed on to the California Statewide Outdoor 
Learning initiative.  
     Many different groups have programs to bring youth into nature, and for well over a decade FODR has 
been at the forefront of this movement in San Diego County. Our signature initiative brings all 7th graders 
in Escondido to Daley Ranch for a full day field trip learning experience. After two years of Covid 
cancellations, FODR is ready to resume this signature program again this coming spring.  
     Here is a synopsis of the letter, signed by FODR, that was sent to the California Natural Resources 
Agency: 

      We are writing as the California Statewide Outdoor learning network, www.californiasol.org (CalSOL), 
to urge your inclusion of outdoor education as a primary implementation strategy in the Outdoors for All 
Initiative.  
     CalSOL supporters believe that every one of California’s 6 million public school students, from K-12, 
should have an equal opportunity to learn outdoors, at every grade level, every year. Research shows that 
outdoor education and environment-based learning is one of the most effective ways to teach STEM. 
Outdoor education programs are cost-effective ways to enhance equity and access while also helping 
students improve their understanding of science and appreciation for nature. There are additional 
benefits such as improving California’s test scores and student readiness to address the challenges of the 
future.  
     Teachers report that students who are distracted and unengaged in a traditional classroom light up 
when given an opportunity to learn science in the outdoors, and student achievement scores back this up. 
Outdoor education programs are an ideal complementary measure and one of the most cost-effective 
ways to enhance equity and access while also helping students improve their understanding of science and 
appreciation for nature.  
     Many of the hurdles we are discussing around access and equity would be rendered moot if every child 
has the opportunity to learn outdoors. Nature is embraced, not feared, when it is a part of regular 
learning. Protection of nature and a passion for California’s natural environment is embedded in the DNA 
of students who learn outdoors. Many of us have seen this in our own outdoor education programs; some 
students arrive at a program feeling apart from nature but, by the end of the day, feel they are part of 
nature.  Students who learn outside take ownership of the outdoors and their passion to protect nature is 
inspirational.  
     It is crucial that we educate young people on how to care for our state’s precious resources and open 
spaces. CalSOL supporters believe all California public school students should have access to outdoor 
education, at every grade level. More information about the California Statewide Outdoor Learning 
Network (CalSOL) can be found at www.Californiasol.org . 

Friends of Daley Ranch 
President, Jerry Harmon, 
addresses members at last 
year’s picnic.
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Brian Thill assumes role as Daley Ranch Superintendent 
    With bright enthusiasm, the new boss at Daley Ranch expressed his love for the beautiful open spaces and recreational 
potential in his new domain. In June, Brian Thill, 44, assumed the position of Lakes and Open Space Superintendent which 
encompasses Dixon Lake, Daley Ranch, and Lake Wohlford. 
     He says he has no big plans to change things, but rather is looking for ways to get more people to come up to Daley Ranch 
and discover its beauty and history. “I love history,” 
Brian said, “and I want to preserve it. The Ranch 
House is so cool, and visitors want to learn more 
about its past, but the challenge is providing access to 
it.” 
     Brian also wants to improve the trails, and he 
welcomes partnerships with organizations that include 
the Friends of Daley Ranch, the San Diego Mountain 
Bike Association, and Escondido’s Kiwanis and Rotary 
Clubs. “We are lucky to have these relationships with 
groups that care about Daley Ranch, and are willing to 
put in volunteer hours to improve it,” he said. 
     Brian has an extensive career in municipal 
government having worked for the City of Carlsbad, 
The City of Encinitas, the City of San Marcos, and now 
he brings that experience and passion to Escondido. In 
previous positions, Brian’s role centered on recreation 
and youth and senior services. When the 
superintendent position opened in Escondido, Brian 
saw an opportunity to do something different. Instead 
of being the person to rely on public works, he would 
now be on the management end of upgrading and 
repairing facilities, and putting his own stamp on it. 
“Lakes Dixon and Wohlford are unique to San Diego 
County, and how great to have my office right on the 
lake,” he said. 
     After moving with his family from the City of 
Orange to Carlsbad as a teen, Brian attended Carlsbad 
High, then graduated from CSUSM with a degree in 
political science. He later earned his masters degree 
in sustainable tourism from Arizona State University. 
He is married to Angela, and has a six-year-old son 
Raymond, named for his grandfather. 
     Brian and the other City rangers are looking 
forward to a new ranger station that should be 
completed at Lake Dixon this coming July. It will be 
much bigger than the old one, but in the meantime 
rangers use the small trailer near the lake shore. 
“Right now I get to meet with the staff on a more 
intimate basis, build relationships, and promote good morale. It’s a fun place to work when they know their ‘big boss’ cares 
about them. I fondly remember my bosses in the past, and now the shoe is on the other foot.”  

Seeking volunteers for 7th grade program 

     After a two-year hiatus due to Covid, the Friends of Daley Ranch signature educational outreach 
program will be up and running this spring, and we could use your help! All seventh graders in the 
Escondido Union School District will be bussed to Daley Ranch for a fun-filled, full-day learning 
experience. Students rotate among five learning stations, including a hike. We are looking for adult 
volunteers to serve as chaperones and possibly even assist in the learning experience. If you are 
interested please contact Rick Mercurio at 760-214-7587. 
Dates for this year’s field trips: 
March 7, 8, 14, 15 
April 18, 19, 25, 26 
May 2, 3, 9



    

 Our Mission
The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to 

support and promote the City of Escondido's efforts to 
protect and maintain Daley Ranch Conservation Bank 
habitats and wildlife. Our goals are to:
    * Educate the next generation of Environmental 
Stewards and provide service-learning opportunities 
that supplement our educational programming.
    * Develop and implement enhancement projects 
that support the conservation of Daley Ranch.
    * Cultivate relationships with sister organizations 
and encourage responsible recreational 
opportunities at Daley Ranch.

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Foot Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance.

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers.                                                                                                                               

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the hike schedule. 
Hike information is is also available at www.escondido.org/
daley-ranch-hikes.aspx.  No sign up is required.                                               
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email info@daleyranch.org  with FODR in the subject line 
to get this newsletter electronically.   

Friends of Daley Ranch
PO Box 461173
Escondido, Ca 92046-1173

Friends of Daley Ranch Membership: Renewals and Donations
Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit organization.  Your tax-deductible donation will be acknowledged by mail.

You may also donate online at daleyranch.org 

Name:_______________________________________  Phone:__________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________ City/ZIP________________________________

Email:  ____________________________       _____ Yes, send  me the paperless e-version of the newsletter.

 My Donation is for:   ___ Membership   ___ Building

I am a ___ New member   ___ Continuing member

Membership levels: ___$25 Senior /Student     ___  $50 Sponsoring     ___  $100 Contributor  ___  $250 Corporate  ____ $500 Benefactor   
____$1000 Lifetime 

My primary interests  in Daley Ranch are:  ___Conservation  ____Recorded History ____ Natural History   
__Hiking  __ Mountain Biking   __ Equestrian  ___ Other __________

Volunteer opportunities:  __ Newsletter editor  __ Fund raising  __Building Committee  ___ Education Committee
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