
       Come to Daley Ranch
Colleen MacKinnon 

Please join us for a very special day.  This 
year marks 20 years since the founding of the Daley 
Ranch Conservation Bank.   On Sunday, November 
12th, our Third Annual FODR Picnic will feature 
speakers who were part of its creation.  The FODR 
will provide complimentary lunches and an optional 
“nature” hike led by FODR docent Rick Paul.   

Loyal and new members may chose to arrive 
by 9:30 at the La Honda parking lot to participate in 
the nature walk. Walk participants need to wear 
sturdy shoes and bring their own water.  For those 
who could use a lift to the Ranch House shuttle bus 
service will begin at 11:00.  Guests, of course, may 
walk the one mile paved road to the Ranch House 
which will open at 11:00.  Lunch will be served at 
12:00 and the presentations will follow.

FODR is providing the lunches, and it is vital 
for our planning purposes that you RSVP no 
later than November 8th.  Please indicate whether 
you will want a ride in and out on  the shuttle.

We sponsor this event to thank you our loyal 
members, to invite new members to join us, and to 
showcase our ongoing programs at the Ranch. 

Walk in or ride in, but please come on 
November 12!
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Please Help Save 1000 Acres 
   Wildlife corridors are critical to the 
sustainability of many species at Daley 
Ranch. As development continues to close in, 
opportunities to add viable habitat are rare 
and fleeting. We now have a golden 
opportunity to enhance such connectivity 
through the purchase of two properties on 
either side of Daley Ranch, adding about 
1000 acres of permanent open space. FODR 
is a major contributor to this effort by 
matching your donation dollar for dollar, so 
please consider joining this worthwhile cause. 
The Escondido Creek Conservancy is 
facilitating the purchase, and you may visit 
www.save1000acres.org to see a photo 
gallery and map or to donate online. You may 
also contact TECC at 760-471-9354 for more 
information. Thank you!

Third Annual Picnic
When  Sunday, November12th, 11:00 to 2:00 
Optional hike begins at 9:30.   The Ranch House 
opens and shuttles start  at 11:00.  Lunch is at 
12:00.

Where:  Daley Ranch Ranch House  (Optional 
hike and shuttle service begin at La Honda 
parking lot.)

Who is invited:  Long term loyal members, new 
members and the general public

What do you need to do:  Please RSVP by 
November 8 online at http://tinyurl.com/
DR20FODR  or email us at  
info@daleyranch.org.

 

3rd Annual Picnic and 20th Anniversary Celebration Sunday, Nov. 12 

● When: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (Optional hike begins at 9:30 a.m.) 

● Where: The Ranch House at the Daley Ranch (Hike and shuttles start from the La Honda 

parking lot) 
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● When: 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. (Optional hike begins at 9:30 a.m.) 

● Where: The Ranch House at the Daley Ranch (Hike and shuttles start from the La Honda 

parking lot) 
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The History of Daley Ranch, Part 1 
By Rick Mercurio 

     This year marks the 20th anniversary of The Friends of Daley Ranch. 
We are pleased to celebrate the City of Escondido’s creation of the Daley 
Ranch conservation bank, a 3000-plus acre natural habitat for a wide 
variety of animal and plant species. And with it, we cherish the public’s 
access to 25 miles of scenic hiking trails, and the restored ranch house, as 
well as the utility buildings nearby which FODR has lovingly refurbished 
under the guidance of board member Dick Althouse. To honor this 
anniversary we will share a brief, two-part history of the ranch, 
concluding in the following FODR newsletter. 

The Beginning 
     Robert Daley was born in London, England, in about 1842. He came 
to America to visit with his uncle and sister in San Francisco. They had 
caught Gold Rush fever, and settled in the “Golden Gate” city, where 
they operated a livery service. Robert read letters from his family of all 
the excitement in those wild, Gold Rush days, and longed to be a part of 
it, but more important, he longed to own a ranch and breed horses.  
     The journey took him all the way across the Atlantic, then down 
around Cape Horn at the tip of South America, and back all the way up 
the Pacific coast to San Francisco. Some family accounts say he was on 
his way to Australia to find his dream, but his sister convinced him to 
stay in California. After living with his relatives in San Francisco and 
learning the livery business, he grew restless, and he remembered his 
dream of owning his own ranch and breeding horses, perhaps to set up 
his own livery business.  
     When he was in his 20s he set off by himself to southern California, 
where he hoped to find his dream. In 1868 he “discovered” the valley 
where the current ranch house stands. No one was living there, and he 
decided that this would be the place to settle down and establish a new 
future. With help from friends he built a log cabin, which was located on 
the east side of Ranch House Road near the little pond. He did not own 
the land, because it had not been surveyed and therefore was not able to 
be homesteaded. So Robert Daley squatted on the land.  
     Within seven years he was able to legally obtain the first chunk of 
land here, and over time, his original 160 acres would become over 3000 
acres. Daley’s first enterprise on his new ranch was breeding horses. He 
also hauled goods from fellow ranchers in North County to markets in 
Oceanside, San Diego and Escondido. One of those ranchers he served 
was the Breedlove family, who had moved west from Tennessee. Daley 
fell in love with the daughter, Rebecca, and they were soon married. He 
was 37 and she was 17. 
     By 1875 he had built a larger, nicer house, located north and west of 
the current ranch house. The couple had four children, two daughters and 
two sons. One daughter died in infancy. One of the sons, George Daley, 
went to school in Escondido through the sixth grade. The other boy,  
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Howard Daley, made it through the 8th grade. Despite their lack of formal schooling, they were smart, and both 
ended up becoming millionaires! In sum, Robert Daley 
was an immigrant to America, who squats on 
undocumented land, marries an American, works hard to 
build a ranch, and raises a family in his adopted 
homeland. This seems to be a common success story of 
many immigrants to the United States. 

Daley Ranch as a Business 
     They planted fruit trees for the family use.  A 
persimmon tree is still alive among the oaks lining the 
east side of the road near the ranch house. Later the Daley 
ranch would become a dairy, called a creamery, which 
produced butter, taken by horse drawn stage to San Diego 
and LA. The dairy became especially profitable because 
of a machine called a separator, which handled 600 
pounds of milk per hour, and the growing of alfalfa for 
feed. They built ponds and an elaborate irrigation system 
in the flat, long valley north of the ranch house. They 
called it the Fern Valley Dairy. 
     In 1909 George Daley moved to San Diego to start a 
road building business. In 1916 brother Howard and his 
wife left Daley Ranch and joined him as part of the Daley 
Corporation. The surviving daughter, Marianne Daley, 
had already married and moved off the ranch. In that 
same sad year, Robert Daley passed away at age 71, and his widow, Rebecca, moved to town. So starting in 
1916 no one in the Daley family would again live full time at the Escondido ranch. But the brothers were very 
smart businessmen, and they continued to buy land and grow their construction business. They did not sell 
Daley Ranch, but rather continued to lease it to other ranchers until the early 1980s.  
     The first lessee of the ranch was a Frenchman named Juaso, who soon went out of business because of a 
huge flood that year which destroyed much of his personal property. Later, the ranch boasted the largest herd of 
Angus cattle in the county, at over 200 head. 
     The Daleys bought four other large tracts of land around the county, including Rancho Bernardo and Jamul. 
The Daley Corporation became the largest construction firm in the county. George died in 1957. Howard, even 
though wealthy, wanted to retire in the same sort of rural environment that he was born and raised, and so he 
moved back to the east county (Jamul) Daley Ranch where he spent the last ten years of his life, dying in 1962. 
Howard’s sons took over the Daley Corporation, which continued to be a successful firm. 
  

               

Friends of Daley Ranch Sponsors

The Daley Family from the early 1890s: Robert Daley and his wife Rebecca Breedlove Daley 
with their three surviving children; Marianne at top, George, center, and Howard, bottom left.
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                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for 
Daley Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and 
also to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available 
at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject 

line to get 
this 

 
The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to: 

• Support the protection, maintenance, and 
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife  

• Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch  
 

• Encourage responsible recreational use 
consistent with conservation of native habitats 
and wildlife  

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 
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