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President’s Message: 
Preserve and Educate! 

Jerry Harmon 

     There is an old saying: “When we fail to plan, we plan 
to fail.” As a society we need to “plan” how we are going 
to preserve the environment.  If we don’t, our children and 
future generations will know we in this generation did not 
plan well to protect our planet and their future.

     While hiking and working on the ranch we see many 
families enjoying the sights and sounds of Daley Ranch.  
We thank all parents who are not only getting good 
exercise for themselves and their children, but who are 
also introducing their children to the environment and 
educating them about what they are seeing and hearing.

     To make your educational efforts easier, we will soon 
be placing informational signs on what we are calling an 
“interpretative trail.”  These bi-lingual signs will be helpful 
to all who enjoy knowing more about the plants, animals, 
and history of the ranch. And thanks to our Native 
American friends their history in the area that is now 
Daley Ranch will also be documented and explained, 
including in the Luiseno native language. 

     This is part of our “plan” to help all who are interested 
learn more about the history and environment of the 
ranch, so we do not “fail” our youth or their parents who 
desire to educate them.  We hope all hikers will enjoy this 
interpretative trail in the near future.

     P.S. We want to thank all supporters who responded 
so favorably to our last newsletter with very generous 
financial support. This new educational trail signage will 
be funded in part by your dollars.  Thank you!
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Lee Dezan spreads knowledge and passion at Daley Ranch 

At age 79, long-time Daley Ranch denizen Lee Dezan is hardly slowing down. He not only continues to 
volunteer and share his extensive expertise, he is also headed back to work as a medical laser technician. 

Dezan is a Renaissance man of many talents. Since first discovering Daley Ranch in 2006, he has led hikes, 
conducted educational outreach programs, and taken myriad photos of the flora and fauna. He never 
stops learning, continuing to research any plant or animal specimen that catches his observant eye. 

“It’s a fascinating world and I just freak out 
when I spot something unusual,” he said. His 
face beamed as he described his favorite 
discovery: a seven-petal bloom on a 
conchalagua flower which normally has only 
five. 

“It was glorious to find the seven-petal flower,” 
Dezan said. “When I scan a landscape my mind 
can sense when there’s something ‘out there.’ I 
had been looking for years and had already 
found a six, then a four, and finally the seven.”  

Born and raised in New Hampshire, Dezan’s 
accent is still strong, and his life energy is 
contagious. After first hiking at Daley Ranch 16 
years ago, he decided to get involved. He took 
the rigorous training program, and was 
fascinated with all that he learned. By spring of 
2007 he led his first hike as an official docent. 

The groups on his once or twice monthly hikes 
range from 8-15 in number, and from kids to 
seniors in age. Dezan varies his destination for 
each hike, eventually having covered every 
trail, over 25 miles worth. He points out all the 
plant and animal species he knows along the 
way, and when he comes upon a specimen he 
does not recognize, he takes a photo and 
researches it, thus continuing to increase his 
knowledge base over the years. “I am still 
learning,” he said. 

“We would see deer often around the ranch house, especially between October and December when they 
wanted acorns,” he said. “We could get really close to them.”  

Before long, Dezan himself was leading the volunteer training sessions. He also wrote a volunteer 
brochure. His portfolio of photographs is extensive, currently consisting of more than a dozen albums, and 
he is hoping to share some of his favorites in this newsletter as well as FODR’s website and social media  
platform. His favorite shots are of unusual plants, for example albino blue-eyed grass and deerweed with 
white rather than purple blooms. 
            Continued next page 



“Lee” from the previous page 

In 2012 and 2013, Dezan and Daley Ranch Ranger Joe Gutierrez set up “Back to Nature” outreach booths 
at Camp Pendleton, which served 5800 visitors. He also created booths at Escondido Fire Dept. events, 
showcasing stuffed mountain lions and bobcats, along with live gopher snakes, a rosy boa and a tarantula. 
He set up a microscope to view aquatic life as well as a colony of symbiotic insects collected from mold 
on a ceanothus. “That really attracted the kids,” he exclaimed. 

Dezan joined the Navy after high school, serving 26 years in communications before going into the laser 
technology business. He met his wife of 53 years, Fumiko, while stationed in Hawaii. They raised a son 
and stepdaughter, and now have twin grandsons who are 15 and live in Poway.  

He is proud that his mother, who passed away in 2016, received a special honor from the New Hampshire 
governor for her family’s collective 80 years of military service. “I happened to be back there for the 
ceremony, but I couldn’t seem to find my old uniform to wear for the occasion.” 

It would be no surprise that Dezan would fit into his youthful uniform at age 79. He is strong, healthy, and 
engaging. “A large group of people know me at Daley Ranch, and I feel quite well taken care of up here 
up here. More dogs know me than people because I used to ‘snack them.’”  

Be sure to say hello to Dezan on your next visit to Daley Ranch. You will surely make a friend while 
learning something new.  

______________________________________________

Lee Dezan Photos

Clockwise from the upper left:

Acorn Woodpecker near Ranch House

Buckwheat with unusual growth

Early appearing Jack o’ Lantern



 Our Mission
The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to 

support and promote the City of Escondido's efforts to 
protect and maintain Daley Ranch Conservation Bank 
habitats and wildlife. Our goals are to:
    * Educate the next generation of Environmental 
Stewards and provide service-learning opportunities 
that supplement our educational programming.
    * Develop and implement enhancement projects 
that support the conservation of Daley Ranch.
    * Cultivate relationships with sister organizations 
and encourage responsible recreational 
opportunities at Daley Ranch.

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Foot Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance.

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers.                                                                                                                               

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the hike schedule. 
Hike information is is also available at www.escondido.org/
daley-ranch-hikes.aspx.  No sign up is required.                                               
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email info@daleyranch.org  with FODR in the subject line 
to get this newsletter electronically.   

Friends of Daley Ranch
PO Box 461173
Escondido, Ca 92046-1173

Friends of Daley Ranch Membership: Renewals and Donations
Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit organization.  Your tax-deductible donation will be acknowledged by mail.

You may also donate online at daleyranch.org 

Name:_______________________________________  Phone:__________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________ City/ZIP________________________________

Email:  ____________________________       _____ Yes, send  me the paperless e-version of the newsletter.

 My Donation is for:   ___ Membership   ___ Building

I am a ___ New member   ___ Continuing member

Membership levels: ___$25 Senior /Student     ___  $50 Sponsoring     ___  $100 Contributor  ___  $250 Corporate  ____ $500 Benefactor   
____$1000 Lifetime 

My primary interests  in Daley Ranch are:  ___Conservation  ____Recorded History ____ Natural History   
__Hiking  __ Mountain Biking   __ Equestrian  ___ Other __________

Volunteer opportunities:  __ Newsletter editor  __ Fund raising  __Building Committee  ___ Education Committee

The date above your name is your renewal 
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