
 Friends of Daley Ranch Contact 
Information 

 PO Box 461173 Escondido, CA                           
92046-1173,  daleyranch.org 

  
 Colleen MacKinnon, President,

 760 480 -1917 

 Jim Schafer, Vice President, 
 760 746-0447

 
 Rick Mercurio, Secretary, 

 760 751-2275 
 

 Rick Paul, Treasurer, 
 760 505-9840 

 Jerry Harmon, Member, 
 760 480-9483 

 
 Dick Althouse, Member, 

 760 741-7629 

 Fred Woods, Member, 
760 745-4533

 Liz Ridder, CSUSM Representative
 480.242.1586 

 Don Piller, Webmaster. 
dpiller@cox.net 

 
Linda Shipman, Social Media 

City Contact Information 
 

Hike Schedule,
  www.escondido.org/ daley- 

ranch-hikes.aspx 
  

Ranger Station, 
 760 839-4680 

 Tracking Team, Denise Harter, 
  denisetracks@gmail.com

  
Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy 

Boyd, 
  760 839-4345

FODR Urges a Yes Vote on Prop 68 
     Proposition 68 was officially endorsed by the Friends of Daley 
Ranch at its March Board meeting. Appearing on the June 5 ballot, 
Prop 68 enjoys widespread support from business, labor, political, and 
environmental groups.  
     On a local level, it could provide funding for the Escondido Creek 
Watershed. The Escondido Creek Trail, which features a paved path 
for biking and walking and jogging, could receive funds for better 
safety including lighting, as well as trail upkeep, and even the 
possibility of a more naturalized creek channel.  
     This bond measure will provide much-needed funding for a number 
of critical issues facing California, including 

• Building park projects including hiking trails 
• Conserving and protecting natural areas 
• Restoring forests including fire protection 
• Improving conditions for fish and wildlife in streams, 

including the California steelhead habitat 
• Protecting our bays, coast and ocean 
• Improving resilience to climate change 
• Ensuring safe drinking water 
• Increasing water supplies, recycling and groundwater cleanup 
• Protecting communities from flooding 
• Restoring rivers, lakes and streams 
• Repairing and improving state parks and recreation facilities 
• Promoting recreation, tourism, outdoor experiences, and 

conservation 

The following are some of the groups that have endorsed Prop 68, 
officially titled as the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, 
Coastal Protection and Outdoors Access For All Act 

• The Escondido Creek Conservancy 
• The Sierra Club 
• The Audubon Society 
• The Humane Society 
• The Trust for Public Lands 
• American Heart Association 
• American Lung Association 
• California Chamber of Commerce 
• State Building and Construction Trades 
• The Nature Conservancy 
• The Governor, Lt. Gov, Speaker of the Assembly, and Senate 
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    Now You Can Support Friends of Daley 
Ranch While Shopping on Amazon! 

 Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible Amazon purchases to FODR when you shop 
through AmazonSmile and select FODR as your 
charitable organization. The only thing that changes is 
logging in and shopping through AmazonSmile instead 
of the regular Amazon page. 
 In your favorite web browser (desktop or mobile 
device), navigate to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com). 
You’ll be asked to log-in with your Amazon account. On 
your first visit to AmazonSmile, you’ll be asked to select 
a charitable organization. Search for and select Friends 
of Daley Ranch. 
  Now any time you shop from AmazonSmile, 
you’ll support FODR through your purchases. Amazon 
Smile has a great FAQ page at smile.amazon.com/
about. 

FODR  and Donors Again Provide Seventh Graders Outdoor Education Program 
Fred Woods 

Once again this year, FDR is proud to provide our Daley Ranch outdoor education program for all 
7th graders in the Escondido Union School  District (EUSD), at no cost to the individual schools or 
students.  While FODR voluntarily takes the lead in planning and implementing this program, its 
success is truly reliant upon the collaborative efforts of many.   

  
We remain very grateful for the generosity of grantors and donors, our 
working relationship with the terrific Daley Ranch Rangers, the very 
dedicated volunteers who contribute hundreds of hours each year to this 
endeavor, as well as the very knowledgeable docents who provide some 
very unique learning opportunities for the students.   
 During their day at the Ranch, kids rotate through multiple learning 
stations, where they learn about the history of Daley Ranch and its 
many inhabitants, both past and present. They not only take a step back 
in time to learn about some of the Ranch’s first inhabitants — the Native 
Americans — they also learn about the rich history of the Daley family 
and what life was actually like on their working ranch so many years 
ago.    
  
While hiking, they’re introduced to many native plants, and learn about 
how plants adapt to the ranch’s environment in order to survive.   
  
And, of course, no introduction to the wonders of Daley Ranch would be 
complete without opportunities to learn about — and, in some cases 
interact with — the many animals that continue to call Daley Ranch their 
home.  

Seeing snakes, spiders, and birds of prey — up close and personal — 
provides an unforgettable learning experience in one of nature’s most     

                          spectacular outdoor classrooms — Daley Ranch! 

Please Help Save 1000 Acres 
   Wildlife corridors are critical to the 
sustainability of many species at Daley Ranch. 
As development continues to close in, 
opportunities to add viable habitat are rare and 
fleeting. We now have a golden opportunity to 
enhance such connectivity through the 
purchase of two properties on either side of 
Daley Ranch, adding about 1000 acres of 
permanent open space. FODR is a major 
contributor to this effort by matching your 
donation dollar for dollar, so please consider 
joining this worthwhile cause. The Escondido 
Creek Conservancy is facilitating the purchase, 
and you may visit www.save1000acres.org to 
see a photo gallery and map or to donate 
online. You may also contact TECC at 
760-471-9354 for more information. Thank you!

Seventh graders meet a Great 
Horned Owl face-to-face as part of 
our raptor program
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  The Long Tailed Weasel, An Elusive Dailey Ranch Inhabitant
Denise Harter

 One of the animals that makes its home on Daley Ranch is the long-tailed weasel, but 
you might never catch a glimpse of this small, fast-moving mustelid in person! Though it 
can be active at any time of day, like many mammals in this region, it is more active at 
night and twilight. Small and short-legged, it is nevertheless the largest weasel species in 
North America, and the only weasel species in San Diego County. Its black facial mask is set 
off by the surrounding lighter colored facial hair and a light patch of hair between its eyes. 
Its body is brown on top and cream or buff to yellow on the underside with a black-tipped 
tail. 

 The long-tailed weasel is primarily 
carnivorous, but it will also eat insects 
and occasionally vegetation. Although it 
usually hunts on the ground, its body 
shape and size make it easy for it to 
hunt prey inside their nests and burrows 
and under rock ledges, including 
gophers, squirrels, woodrats, and mice. 
It is an aggressive hunter, and can kill 
animals larger than itself, like rabbits, 
and will also prey on birds. They are 
good climbers and swimmers. The 
weasel has many potential predators – 
canids like domestic dogs, foxes, and coyotes, or raptors like owls and hawks – but sadly car 
strikes claim a lot of weasel lives as well. It is most at home in habitats with a lot of 
burrowing animals, and can persist even in fragmented habitats, but it is largely absent 
from urbanized areas. 
 So if you see something small and light-colored flash by out of the corner of your eye 
while hiking or biking on Daley Ranch, you may have seen as much as you’re likely to see of 
our native long-tailed weasel! 
               

. 

Many thanks to our generous sponsors!

CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL 
If you received this newsletter in the US mail, your FODR renewal date is 
printed above your name.  Please consider renewing your support for FODR 
and all our programs. Thank you!



 

 

Friends of Daley Ranch
PO Box 461173
Escondido, Ca 92026-1173

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 

 
 

 The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to: 
•
• Support the protection, maintenance, and 

restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife  

• Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch  
 

• Encourage responsible recreational use 
consistent with conservation of native habitats 
and wildlife  

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and also 
to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available at 
www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject line to 
get this newsletter electronically. 
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