
President’s Message 
 The primary purpose of this letter is to update our readers 
and supporters on Daley Ranch happenings. Eight field trips 
were canceled when the schools closed, and our annual picnic 
was postponed. Daley Ranch is still open, as long as social 
distancing measures are taken. Social distancing includes:  
 • Staying home if you are sick; 
 • No physical contact with anyone outside of your 

household; 
 • Maintaining six feet of distance from people you 

encounter. 
  
 One of our best resources for staying safe and healthy at 
this time is staying up to date with the latest and most reliable 
information. Below is a shortlist of relevant websites: 

 • City of Escondido Updates escondido.org/covid-19.aspx 
 • Escondido Union School District eusd.org/public-health-

update-2/ 
 • Escondido Union High School District euhsd.org/updates-

remote-learning-resources/ 
 • San Diego County sandiegocounty.gov/coronavirus/ 
 • State of California covid19.ca.gov/ 
 • Center for Disease Control cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/ 

Please stay safe out there and follow us at facebook.com/
daley.ranch for more frequent updates. We will see you (from a 
distance) on the trails. 
                   Colleen MacKinnon          

 

Thank You Liz Ridder 
  

 On her departure as our Cal State San Marcos 
representative we thank Liz Ridder for her service to the Friends 
of Daley Ranch.  Liz, your efforts have left the Ranch better 
preserved and our members  better informed.  Thank you so 
much. 

         .
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A Note from Lake 
Superintendant, Chris 

Krstevski 
 The City of Escondido and the Friends of 
Daley Ranch had a very productive year. From 
hosting the 7th grade school programs 
exclusively at the Ranch House area, to 
securing a grant for an update to the trails plan 
for Daley Ranch, to meeting with an architect in 
regards to future plans surrounding the Ranch 
House Complex, to grading a pad for a future 
park host site in accordance with the Master 
Plan, to hosting clean ups around the historic 
barn. The wind has been taken out of our sails 
a bit because of COVID-19, but we look forward 
to hitting the ground running once this storm 
has passed. We are very grateful for our 
partnership with FODR and are very excited 
about what the future holds for Daley Ranch. 

 New Board Member: Denise Harter 
 In May of 2019, I secured a private grant to work with the Friends on a 
contract basis for 12 months. In January of 2020, the Friends extended my 
engagement through the end of the year and I joined the board as its new 
treasurer. My background is in Finance and I’ve spent most of my working life 
in accounting, business management and financial analysis. 
 I discovered a love of nature and wildlife that steered me in a different 
direction over the past 15+ years. From my training and apprenticeship with 
the San Diego Tracking team I progressed to taking the CyberTracker Track 
and Sign certification evaluation and hold a Level 3 designation. In order to 
achieve this milestone, even after years of wildlife survey experience, I spent 
months of intensive study of all kinds of animal track and sign, from mammals 

to birds to herps and even insects. It is safe to say that I’ve had my nose to the ground in every corner of 
San Diego County! 
 I served as the President and de facto Executive Director of the San Diego Tracking Team from 2014 
to 2016. I completed my Daley Ranch docent training in 2009, became a Certified California Naturalist in 
2016, and a Certified Interpretive Guide in 2017. I’ve led the Daley Ranch Tracking Team since 2008. 
  In my free time, I hike and track and explore the outdoors! I also perform volunteer survey and 
conservation work for the desert tortoise, bighorn sheep, and flat tail horned lizard. I live in Escondido and 
have been coming to Daley Ranch since the early 2000’s. It is such an incredible resource! I look forward to 
meeting our community members and sharing our love for Daley Ranch! 

         .

Friends of Daley Ranch Online Store 

 Did you know that you can get your very own Daley 
Ranch branded merchandise at our online store? A 
percentage of every sale goes to support the Friends, so 
get shopping!  

shop.spreadshirt.com/FriendsOfDaleyRanch 

http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/


Daley Ranch Trails to be Overhauled 

 This is a different update than I’d planned on providing for you but as we all adjust to our Covid-19 
mitigations we are redefining “normal” at least for the near term.  On a recent hike through the bright green 
hills of Daley Ranch I was struck by the timelessness and the perpetual cycle of nature.  I found the 
regularity and beauty comforting and it helped put current events into context.  I hope you all find your 
opportunity to connect with mother nature and be comforted by Her. 
  The Daley Ranch Trail Study that is being completed by Trail Solutions is proceeding through its initial 
phase of GIS data collection and base map development. The base map will define the current trail system 
at Daley Ranch and critical access needs for public safety.  The base map will be used as a starting point for 
the Trail Study moving forward. 
  A great volunteer effort over the course of five volunteer work days completed the drainage repair of 
the Crest Trail.  Each work day was attended by over 20 volunteers that put in 4-5 hours of hard work 
repairing the trail. Our volunteer work group was well represented by all ages, genders and backgrounds.  
Hikers, trail runners, mountain bikers and nature enthusiasts all came together to make a difference at Daley 
Ranch. 
  On a recent hike through the Crest Trail, following the heavy rains, I was very pleased to find that the 
work held up extremely well and significantly reduced erosion damage to the trail. This is in contrast to many 
of the other trails at Daley Ranch that have been very heavily impacted by the recent rains.   
 Also, prior to our Covid-19 restrictions we had held our first stakeholder meeting with The Friends of 
Daley Ranch, The Valley Center Trails Association, The Escondido Creek Conservancy, San Diego 
Mountain Biking Association and City of Escondido.  During the meeting we strengthened our shared vision 
for an improved Daley Ranch and had planned monthly meetings to further develop our strategy.  The 
stakeholder meeting has been temporarily suspended but we look forward to continued meetings and 
progress once it’s safe to do so. 
  Don’t hesitate to call or email with any questions you might have about San Diego Mountain Biking 
Association’s efforts to work with the Daley Ranch stakeholders for an improved Daley Ranch. 
  Please safely and responsibly visit Mother Nature and say hello! 
          Scott Hansen 
         San Diego Mountain Biking Association 
         Liaison to Daley Ranch, 760 594 2509


Membership Drive a Success 
 We want to thank all the new, existing and former members of the Friends of Daley Ranch for 
making our 2019 year-end membership drive such a success! During our December campaign we tripled 
our average annual donation total. This tells us that you appreciate the work we do and want to continue 
to support it. We’re so glad to have you as our partners! We are working on ambitious new programs and 
initiatives. Look for updates in the quarterly newsletter and on our Daley Ranch and Daley Ranch Tracking 
Team Facebook pages. Thank you again! 

         .
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Our Mission

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to 
support and promote the City of Escondido's efforts to 
protect and maintain Daley Ranch Conservation Bank 
habitats and wildlife. Our goals are to:
    * Educate the next generation of Environmental 
Stewards and provide service-learning opportunities 
that supplement our educational programming.
    * Develop and implement enhancement projects 
that support the conservation of Daley Ranch.
    * Cultivate relationships with sister organizations 
and encourage responsible recreational 
opportunities at Daley Ranch.

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and also 
to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available at 
www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject line 
to get this newsletter electronically.   

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 
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