
Friends of Daley Ranch Summer Programs 

	 As of this writing Daley Ranch and its parking lots are 
open as usual.   Summer is here, and we have come up with a 
few Covid-proof programs and activities for you! 


*You may have taken part in one of our July 4th Weekend 
Scavenger Hunts. If not, there’s no time limit! The natural 
features aren’t going anywhere! You can find the clue sheets 
at https://tinyurl.com/DRScavengerHunts.

* A six-week Naturalist Topics Study Group started via Zoom 
on June 19. We’re halfway through and having a lot of fun! If 
you’d like to join us for the next round, please email us at 
info@daleyranch.org with Study Group in the subject line.

 *A Naturalist Topics Reading Group starts in mid-July. Our 
first book is “The Home Place: Memoirs of a Colored Man’s 
Love Affair With Nature.” If you would like to join us, please 
fill out the introduction questionnaire at https://tinyurl.com/
DRReadingGroupHomePlace.
 
*Our photo contest runs through the end of August.  For 
information email us at info@daleyranch.org with  
PhotoContest in the subject line.
 
*Soon we’ll be offering live and recorded tracking team and 
Ranger streams. Check our Facebook Events listing for 
details.
 
*We are always interested in hearing from you about the 
types of programs and activities you would be interested in, 
so if you haven’t taken our poll yet, please do! Contact us at  
info@daleyranch.org with Survey in the subject line
 
*Finally, we know how much people love Daley Ranch. If you 
have a special memory or association with Daley Ranch that 
you’d like to share in an upcoming newsletter, we’d love to 
hear from you! For more information contact us at 
info@daleyranch.org.

 
Take care, stay safe, and be good to one another!

Denise Harter /Rick Mercurio
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                                FODR Youth Program Honored by EUSD
     When Fred Woods taught science at Rincon Middle School in Escondido, he came up with a great idea 
that would offer his students a first-hand experience in the field: bring the youngsters to the Daley Ranch 
Preserve! That was 20 years ago, and Fred has never stopped organizing these student trips. In fact, over 
the ensuing years, the 7th grade school visits to Daley Ranch have slowly but steadily grown in scope and 
sophistication, all under Fred’s nurturing leadership. 
     For the last several years, every 7th grader in the Escondido Union School District, about 1500 from six 
schools, has been invited to a full day field trip to Daley Ranch. They rotate around six learning stations, 
including Native American culture, mammals, raptors (including live specimens), reptiles, native plant life, 
and local history. The day begins and ends with a strenuous hike between the La Honda parking area and 
the Ranch House. 
     In honor of FODR’s dedication 
to the students over the years, the 
Escondido Union School District 
presented the Friends of Daley 
Ranch with their Public Champion 
Award at the State of the District 
Address on February 10 at the 
California Center for the Arts, 
Escondido. District Superintendent 
Dr. Luis Rankins-Ibarra presented 
the plaque with words of thanks 
and congratulations. 
     Accepting the honor was Fred 
Woods, who spoke about the 
success of the field trip program, 
and who offered his appreciation to 
the City Rangers, the volunteer 
docents, and the entire EUSD 
administration and staff, all who 
make the trips possible. On the 
stage with Woods was Chris Krstevski, head Ranger for the City, and Rick Mercurio, who serves as docent 
for the local history learning station. Others in the audience who were acknowledged during the ceremony 
included former Escondido Mayor and Councilman Jerry Harmon, who is FODR’s vice president, and Linda 
Woods, former long-serving Trustee on the EUSD Board of Education.
     FODR’s 7th grade field trips have been made possible through generous grants and donations from 
several organizations and individuals, including:

• The Escondido Community 
Foundation

• The San Diego Foundation
• Escondido Rotary
• SDG&E Environmental 

Champions
• The North County Sierra 

Club
• Cox Cable
• Guy and Mary Jo Harman
• And hundreds of FODR 

members 

         .

FODR Pursues Its Educational Goals 
(The article below is excerpted from Escondido Union School District’s May newsletter.)

Community Partner Spotlight: The Friends of Daley Ranch
At EUSD, we’re grateful for our many community partners and supporters! In this article, we’d like to 

feature one of them: The Friends of Daley Ranch (FODR).
For 14 years, FODR (an all-volunteer, non-profit organization) has taken the lead in organizing and 

implementing a wonderful outdoor education program for EUSD’s seventh-grade students. Once again this 
year, the Friends of Daley Ranch were able to provide 
this unique educational opportunity at no cost to our 
schools and students.

While FODR voluntarily takes the lead in their 
program’s planning and implementation, its success is 
truly reliant upon the collaborative efforts of many.

Joining FODR are others who are also committed 
to enhancing educational opportunities for EUSD’s 
students, including: FODR’s many generous grantors 
and donors, the terrific Daley Ranch Rangers, many 
dedicated volunteers, and some very knowledgeable 

professional docents.
During their day at the Ranch, EUSD students rotate through multiple learning stations to discover the 

history of Daley Ranch and its many inhabitants, both past and 
present. Not only do they take a step back in time to learn about 
some of the Ranch’s first inhabitants — the Native Americans — but 
they’re also introduced to the rich history of the Daley family, and 
what life was actually like on their working ranch so many years ago.

Finally, no introduction to the wonders of Daley Ranch 
would be complete without opportunities to learn about — and, 
in some cases, interact with — the many animals that continue 
to call Daley Ranch their home. Students get to see reptiles, 
spiders, and birds of prey up close and personal.

EUSD thanks FODR and their many supporters for 
providing this unique, hands-on educational opportunity for our 
students, in one of nature’s most spectacular “outdoor 
classrooms” — Daley Ranch!

See Video of EUSD Seventh Graders at Daley
Great Horned Owl Demonstration:     (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1D6PsSj47w

Students Interacting with Snakes and Tarantulas:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIuOJVE0NV0”

t

Students feed a baby California Desert 
Tortoise.
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Photo Contest Returns
The annual Daley Ranch Photo Contest is being relaunched this year! The 

theme is: “Fall in Love With Daley Ranch All Over Again.” You can submit digital 
photos taken between May 2, 2020 (when the Ranch reopened) and August 31, 
2020, to photocontest@daleyranch.org. KIDS ENTER FREE. 

Due to the current Covid situation, this will be an all-digital and virtual 
contest. If it becomes possible to show these in public places again (like the 
library, City Hall, etc.), winners will be invited to mount their winning photo for that 
purpose. You can find the contest rules and entry forms here: https://tinyurl.com/
DRPhotoContest2020. 

Good luck!

         Memories From Former Ranch House Resident 

By Karen Dorado 

     My name is Karen, and my husband, Juan, and I had the privilege of living in the Daley Ranch House 
from 1977-1979.  We were married right out of high school and Juan worked for the Daleys on the avocado 
grove down the hill from the house, which was all part of the property back then.  We were both so young 
and living in the house was surely an adventure that we will never forget.   

   Christmas and holidays were always a great family celebration in that house.  We did most of our living 
in the kitchen and upstairs and would leave the living room closed off, except for when we had large 
family gatherings.  Then it was a great place for parties and celebration. The house had no heat back 
then, except for the fireplace in the living room, and 
it would be pretty chilly.  At times the pipes would 
freeze and we would have no water.  

     There was a record amount of rain in 1977.  The 
creek that runs in front of the house and into one of 
the ponds was so high that we couldn’t park in the 
driveway.  So, we parked our vehicles to the south of 
the house by the loading dock.  We went out to go to 
work the next morning and weren’t sure we could get 
across the creek.  I had a 1977 Honda Civic, but my 
husband had a four wheel drive Ford pickup.  He went 
through the creek first with no problem getting 
across.  Then he watched as I attempted to cross in 
my little car.  The water was too deep and I was stuck 
in my car in the middle of the creek with the water 
flowing, almost pushing the car downstream.  My 
husband was able to pull me and the car out with a chain attached to his truck.  Needless to say, we were 
late for work that day!  

     We definitely remember being awakened every morning by woodpeckers.  There were huge holes all 
along the side of the house where they hammered, usually along the side where the sun was shining. 
There were also many rattlesnake sightings while out on our evening walks or while fishing in the ponds.  
Living in the house and on the property was a huge blessing and provides us with too many memories to 
list.  We are grateful that we had this opportunity! 
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Our Mission

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to 
support and promote the City of Escondido's efforts to 
protect and maintain Daley Ranch Conservation Bank 
habitats and wildlife. Our goals are to:
    * Educate the next generation of Environmental 
Stewards and provide service-learning opportunities 
that supplement our educational programming.
    * Develop and implement enhancement projects 
that support the conservation of Daley Ranch.
    * Cultivate relationships with sister organizations 
and encourage responsible recreational 
opportunities at Daley Ranch.

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and also 
to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available at 
www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject line 
to get this newsletter electronically.   

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 

 
 

Friends of Daley Ranch
PO Box 461173
Escondido, Ca 92046-1173

mailto:denisetracks@gmail.com
http://www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx
mailto:daleyranch@yahoo.com
mailto:denisetracks@gmail.com
http://www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx
mailto:daleyranch@yahoo.com

