
Volunteer Spotlight 
     Bill Sherrard loves hiking, helping at DR 
       Rick Mercurio 
     At 84 years young, Bill Sherrard can out hike just about anyone on 
the trail. The soft-spoken, retired SDSU professor is dedicated to Daley 
Ranch, where he serves as one of the most consistent docents, leading 
weekly hikes. Besides that, Sherrard has created a detailed book and 
slideshow, featuring every trail in the preserve. 
     Sue Evarts, the Administrative Assistant for Daley Ranch and Dixon 
Lakes, has known Sherrard since he took docent training with her in 
2009. “He’s very knowledgeable about flora and fauna, and our most 
reliable docent,” she said. “We appreciate his efforts, and is an all-
around great volunteer,” she added. 
     The book, copyrighted in 2009, is entitled A Hiker’s Photo Guide to 
the Trails of Daley Ranch & Dixon Lake. At 119 pages, it combines his 
own photos with his narrative, trail by trail. Sherrard used gps to 
provide the latitude and longitude of each trail, photo and site 
mentioned. Music from a trio of violin, cello and piano accompanies 
the powerpoint DVD that comes with the book. It is available by 
contacting Dan Hippert at the Dixon Lake ranger station. 
     Sherrard credits his introduction to Daley Ranch, and his inspiration 
for compiling the book, to two others with a passion for exploring the 
ranch: Don Parnell and the late Jack Pomeroy. Sherrard says he has 
always loved hiking, though he took it up as a serious endeavor since 
he retired in 2005. Earlier in his life he spent several years in the Pacific 
Northwest, where he enjoyed walking through the forest. In recent 
years, he has befriended other hikers, and with them, he has climbed 

Mt. Whitney, Mt. San Gorgonio, 
and trekked over 300 miles of the 
Pacific Crest Trail. Ken Smith is 
one of those hiker friends. 
     “Bill is easy to joke and josh with; he loves to tell stories and meet new 
people,” Smith said. Sherrard and his wife Miriam joined Smith in 2013 for a 
40-day adventure to Alaska. “Bill is gregarious and wants to find out about 
others,” Smith said. “He is healthy, eats well, takes no pills, and is early to 
bed and early to rise. He loves Daley Ranch, there is no doubt about that.” 
     One day Sherrard was hiking alone on Cougar Ridge Trail at the ranch. His 
mind was preoccupied with other thoughts when he suddenly heard a strong 
rattle. Looking down he saw a large rattlesnake just four feet away, ready to 
strike. His adrenaline surging, he very slowly began to retreat, one inch at a 
time, finally getting away safely.                                                                
Continued on page 2 
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Save these Dates:  October 1 & November 13th! 
Colleen MacKinnon 

 The Escondido History Center unveils their new Grape Day Discovery Festival on October 1, 2016.  
Please visit the Friends of Daley Ranch booth while you enjoy grape stomping, dance competitions, the Sunrise 
Rotary sponsored beer and wine garden and more.  More information available at http://www.grapedaypark.org/
grape-day-discovery-festival.html. 
 Our 2nd Annual Picnic will take place during the 2nd Sunday Opening of the Ranch House on November 
13, 2016.   Last year over 100 participants enjoyed our guided hike, shuttle service up to the Ranch House and a 
delicious lunch featuring sandwiches from Major Market.  We hope to see you all again in November! 

Sherrard, continued from page 1 
   

   Sherrard met Miriam in 1960 when he was beginning his Ph.D. coursework at the University of Washington. He 
received his doctorate in 1965, and after he married Miriam they honeymooned in Europe. But it was no ordinary 
honeymoon: they backpacked in Scandinavia for two and a half months. A highlight, he said, was hiking along 
beautiful fjords in Norway and meeting “genuine people.” Other memories from that trip included seeing deer 
swimming across a river, and being attacked by a swarm of mosquitos. 
     Born in Langford, South Dakota, on a farm that his maternal grandfather had homesteaded, Sherrard grew up 
poor during the Great Depression. He was the youngest of five, and remembers chores like milking cows, feeding 
pigs, and “shocking” the grain at harvest time. He wanted to attend college but his parents could not afford it. So 
instead he took a course in Morse code and teletype in order to land a job with Santa Fe Railroad, first in Arizona, 
then Fresno, and Bakersfield. 
     While working in Winslow, Sherrard was finally able to begin his quest for higher education, attending Northern 
Arizona University. He continued at Bakersfield Jr. College then Fresno State, while working full time. He quit in 
order to attend the Univ. of Washington, where he graduated with a bachelors degree in Business and English. He 
was employed by Boeing in the industrial engineering dept., working on the 707 and getting to de-bug its first test 
flights. Later he got his Masters at UW, while working as a janitor, then took his first teaching job at Idaho State for 
one year. 
     The Ford Foundation offered him a full scholarship for a Ph.D. in Operations Management at UW, and after 
earning it, Sherrard moved to North Carolina Chapel Hill to teach. During summers he would return to the 
Northwest, where he loved the outdoors. He and Miriam missed living in the West, and after three years they moved 
to San Diego, where Sherrard began his 35-year tenure at SDSU. Miriam taught home economics at Vista High. 
     Besides hiking, Sherrard enjoys lawn bowling, an activity that he says you never outgrow. He is a member of 
two lawn bowling clubs, and lives in Rancho Bernardo. 
     FODR is grateful to Bill for his generous donations and his commitment and enthusiastic support for Daley 
Ranch. You might want to see if you can keep up with him on his next hike!      
 

Good News Times Two! 

Many thanks to our generous contributors!

http://www.grapedaypark.org/grape-day-discovery-festival.html


Good News Times Two 
Fred Woods 

 We just received a $5,000 SDGE Grant for busses for our 7th grade Daley Ranch trips for 2017. This is the 
second year in a row SDGE has given us money for the busses. We are going to add their logo to our website’s 
homepage next to other supporters.  
Thank You SDGE! 
 A few weeks ago we were informed that Las Pilitas Native Plant Nursery was closing and we could have as 
many native plants as we could use for Daley Ranch, Dixon Lake, and Lake Wolford.  We got a bunch. We plan to 
use them around the lakes and up at the Ranch House area.  We thank Las Pilitas for their donation. They are still in 
business at their main nursery in the San Luis Obispo area. Their website address is laspilitas.com and is a 
tremendous resource for native plant information. 

The once and future garage: job well done! 
Peter Benson 

     Often hikers up at Daley Ranch would stop to watch the crew at work on one of the four outbuildings just north 
of the farmhouse. Dick Althouse, the foreman on the job, would walk over and explain that we were rebuilding the 
garage. The foreman’s cabin had been completed the year before. Overall the work has been to preserve the history 
of Daley Ranch, which once was a working dairy farm. The rest of us would yell at him to get back to work. 

     Starting in July of 2015, the crew replaced in its entirety the garage, which had 
been built originally in the 1950s. The original structure had been carefully 
dismantled, saving as much of the siding and other material that was salvageable 
to be re-used on the restored garage. Dick got the permits from the City, which 
required us to build a sturdier, more earthquake and fire-resistant building. With 
$3700 obtained from a grant provided by County Supervisor Dave Roberts, Dick 
bought lumber for the concrete forms, the framing and cladding, and lots of 
Simpson Strong Ties. One of the several guys who volunteered their time, Jim 
Lau, remarked that there was more steel than wood in the building. 
     The fall of 2015 saw the forms in place and a rush of activity among the ten or 
so regular workers to pour the concrete for the foundation. The crew consisted of 
Jerry Harmon, Jim Lau, Jim Schafer, Mike Whalen, Rick Paul, Fred Woods, and 

Peter Benson, all overseen – more or less -- by Dick Althouse. Dave Roberts even came to pound nails. 
     Framing went up, plywood, and Hardie board were applied to the walls, and OSB to the roof. Tarpaper, and the 
corrugated metal roofing that had been set aside, all went up with no serious injuries. Work started on Saturdays at 
8 a.m., when we all lined up our trucks at the gate below the ranch road and proceeded up the hill at a measured 
pace. 
     As the garage neared completion, Richard Bright joined us, while others 
in the crew found better things to do on a weekend morning. Richard 
complained about the pay, nothing, but we all knew that the real payment 
was in the work and the comradery and a job well done. Actually, not THAT 
well done, as we “weren’t building a church,” as Dick would remind us. 
     The last of the siding that had been saved from the pile of debris that had 
once been the garage was put up in May 2016. Today the garage again 
stands, looking old and original, yet stronger than ever. It is now ready for 
someone to donate farm equipment to inhabit the interior. Now the hikers, 
bikers, equestrians and kids on school tours can see what some of these 
buildings were like and imagine life and work on a dairy farm during the 
early and mid-twentieth century. 
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Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 

 
 

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 
and also to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the 
subject line to get this newsletter electronically. 
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