
FODR Annual Picnic: March 29th 

 The Friends of Daley Ranch 
Annual Picnic and Member 
Appreciation Day returns on  
Sunday, March 29, 2020.  Please 
save the date and join us for a 
lovely spring event!  Postcards 
and email invitations with event 
de ta i l s w i l l be com ing i n 
February! 

         .
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 FODR Contact Information
 

PO Box 461173 Escondido, CA                           
92046-1173,  daleyranch.org 

  
 Colleen MacKinnon, President,

 760 480 -1917 

Jerry Harmon, Vice President, 
 760 480-9483 

 Rick Mercurio, Secretary, 
 760 751-2275 

  
 Denise Harter, Treasurer

760-443-8474

Dick Althouse, Member, 
 760 741-7629 

 Fred Woods, Member, 
760 745-4533

 Liz Ridder, CSUSM Representative
 480.242.1586 

 Don Piller, Webmaster. 
dpiller@cox.net 

 
Linda Shipman, Social Media 

City Contact Information 
 

Hike Schedule,
  www.escondido.org/ daley- ranch-

hikes.aspx 
  

Ranger Station, 
 760 839-4680 

 Tracking Team, Denise Harter, 
  denisetracks@gmail.com

  
Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy Boyd, 

  760 839-4345

Our annual picnic has moved from the fall to the spring this year.

New FODR mission statement published on page 4.
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FODR urges YES on Measure A,  
NO on Newland Sierra (B) 

  Your FODR Board seeks the best possible future for the viability of Daley Ranch and the other open 
spaces and habitats in San Diego County. For that reason, the Board voted to officially support Measure A and 
oppose Newland Sierra (Measure B) on the March ballot.  

Yes on A 
 The purpose of Measure A, called the SOS Initiative, is to provide San Diego County residents with a stronger 
voice in how and where housing is built in the unincorporated county. This grassroots initiative simply requires voter 
approval of proposed changes to the County’s General Plan that would significantly increase residential density in fire-
prone rural and semi-rural areas.  
     San Diego’s General Plan is only a few years old, costing over $12 million in taxpayer funding, and built upon 
compromises reached among the business community, environmentalists, and land use professionals. Each party was 
willing to give and take to reach an acceptable document. Yet just a few short years later, the Board of Supervisors 
majority seeks to amend the plan in order for developers to build huge, leapfrog housing projects that shatter the 
principles enshrined in the General Plan. 
     That plan is hardly no-growth. It allows for construction of 60,000 new housing units with a broad range of 
affordability, including apartments and condos, townhouses and single-family homes. These homes may be built now 
without changes to the General Plan or public votes. Projects that provide genuine low income housing in accordance 
with state law are exempt from the initiative. 
     With just three votes, the Board of Supervisors can amend the General Plan to let developers, many of whom 
support supervisors’ political campaigns, build large sprawl developments far from jobs, schools and services. They 
increase traffic and fire risks while driving up profits for the developers. When built in the wrong places, these 
developments threaten our economy, mobility, wildlife, farms and public safety. Measure A supports sensible and 
orderly growth, and gives voters the final say.  

No on Newland Sierra (Measure B) 
     Newland Sierra is a huge development proposal located in the Merriam Mountains west of I-15 and north of Deer 
Springs Road, just a few short miles from Daley Ranch. It would build about 2200 homes plus 81,000 square feet of 
commercial in a rural area now zoned for 100 homes. It was approved by the Board of Supervisors 3-2, requiring an 
amendment to the recently approved General Plan. Immediately a grassroots movement collected over 100,000 
signatures to force a referendum vote.  
     Merriam Mountain is one of only two large habitat blocks that remain west of I-15 and is listed as a pre-approved 
Mitigation Area in the Draft North County MSCP. The Newland project would isolate habitat and reduce its viability. 
The connections available for wildlife to move through this area are crucial! US Fish and Wildlife Services in SD 
County have significant concerns about Newland and its impact on habitat and the viability of the Multiple Species 
Conservation Act. 
Other reasons to oppose B: 

• Newland is failing to provide any affordable housing units, which is inconsistent with the General Plan 
Affordable Housing Policy. 

• The EIR reads that the site is “largely undeveloped with the potential to support a wide variety of native wildlife 
and rare and special-status plant species (with a) high habitat value…” 

• Newland is in a Very High Fire Severity Zone where the General Plan restricts the density of housing. Only two 
evacuation exits would serve a project the size of the city of Del Mar, with probable evacuation times over three 
hours.  

• Huge traffic impact: Newland would add nearly 30,000 new trips per day to local roads and I-15, and will pay 
nothing to mitigate the gridlock. 
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Volunteer Spotlight :  Al Bates 
By Denise Harter 

Retired from law enforcement, Al is a native San Diegan and avid outdoorsmen. Al has been trained 
as an Interpretive Guide, is a Master Educator for the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics, 
and a Chaparral Naturalist. He currently volunteers in the trail patrol and education team at Elfin 
Forest Recreational Reserve. He also leads naturalist hikes and assists with the annual 7th grade 
program at Daley Ranch. 
 
Where did you get your love of the outdoors? 

My love of the outdoors began as a young boy when my father would 
take me to the desert for overnight campouts, but it truly developed 
after I retired and I participated in the San Dieguito River Valley 
Conservancy's "Exploring Sense Of Place" (ESP) program in 2012/13. 
It was during that program I began to compare my feeling of peace and 
wonder in the outdoors with my purpose in everyday life. I realized the 
more time I spent and enjoyed outdoors, the more my mood, 
productivity, and overall outlook on life and relationships improved as 
well. 

Why do you think outdoor education is important? 

I believe outdoor education is important for the very simple reality that if I person does not know 
about nature, he or she will not understand the need, or have the desire, to protect it. 

What was your most memorable outdoor experience? 

An eight-day rafting and hiking trip in the Grand Canyon in 2007. There is something about the 
canyon that simply sucked me in. I felt as if I had become one with my surroundings and everything 
that was, is, the canyon. Words cannot describe how I felt. Those feelings were renewed recently 
when I was in the canyon for five days as part of my training for the Leave No Trace Master 
Educator Course. 

What do you hope for the future of outdoor education? 

That enthusiasts and outdoor educators will make more efforts to interest and teach kids about the 
outdoors and the importance of human interaction with nature. Only when individuals, and our 
current young and new generations, understand the importance of nature, will there be a movement 
strong enough to protect it. 

         .
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Our Mission

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to 
support and promote the City of Escondido's efforts to 
protect and maintain Daley Ranch Conservation Bank 
habitats and wildlife. Our goals are to:
    * Educate the next generation of Environmental 
Stewards and provide service-learning opportunities 
that supplement our educational programming.
    * Develop and implement enhancement projects that 
support the conservation of Daley Ranch.
    * Cultivate relationships with sister organizations and 
encourage responsible recreational opportunities at 
Daley Ranch.

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and also 
to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available at 
www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject line 
to get this newsletter electronically.   

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 

 
 

Friends of Daley Ranch
PO Box 461173
Escondido, Ca 92046-1173
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