
 Hi.  I’m excited to serve alongside other members of the 
Friends of Daley Ranch Board.  I moved to Escondido in 2015 from 
Denver, Colorado.  I grew up in south, central Colorado in the San 
Luis Valley, comprised of small agricultural and. and farming 
communities, and wildlife habitats.   I 
played outdoors with my siblings and 
neighbors and learned about the outdoor 
environment with all of its recreational and 
sight-seeing possibilities.  My career was 
spent working for an agency responsible for 
the management of wildlife.  During this 
time, I learned a lot about the work 
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President’s Message: Tax Deductible Giving 

 The Friends of Daley Ranch (FODR) is a 501c(3) 
non-profit, charitable organization. We are fortunate 
to have been the recipient of estate charitable gifts in 
the past. We know many of our friends and supporters 
are environmentally sensitive and supportive of our 
efforts to preserve, protect and expand the ranch.  
 There are a broad range of projects the board is 
dedicated to fostering that include historical and 
environmental education, recreational activities, 
historical preservation, and land acquisition. Tax- 
deductible charitable gifts can be designated to any or 
all of our projects. 
 Charitable giving is a sensitive and personal 
endeavor. We want to make it easy for those who wish 
to set up charitable giving through estate planning to 
help us preserve, protect and expand the ranch and its 
adjacent environmental open space lands. We have an 
accounting firm in place to assist with such estate 
planning efforts.  Please call and we will assistant you 
with the many options and details of charitable givings 
through estate planning.  

     Gratefully, 
     Jerry C Harmon 
     President of FODR 
     760-715-0685

Meet Board Member Marilyn Gallegos Ramirez
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FODR Celebrates 25 Years of Our Jewel! 

     Warm, mild weather made for a perfect setting at the Ranch House on November 13, when the Friends 
of Daley Ranch gathered for a day of fun, food and celebration. The event marked the 25th anniversary of 
the City of Escondido’s prescient purchase of the 3000+ acre Daley Ranch, turning this open space into a 
permanent wildlife preserve rather than the huge housing development that had been proposed. 
     Escondido Mayor Paul McNamara addressed the more than 75 guests on the grounds of the historic 
Ranch House, which was open for tours. Mayor Mac praised FODR for its support and dedication of Daley 
Ranch over the years, and pledged the City’s continued commitment to maintaining the habitat and 
recreational opportunities. Council Member Tina Inscoe echoed Mac’s sentiments, and she specifically 
thanked all the volunteers who contribute to FODR’s success, and to the community in general.  
     FODR President Jerry Harmon recounted the lengthy battle to save Daley Ranch from development. He 
had been the lone “slow growth” vote on the City Council for many years, and he was the only “no” vote 
in 1985 when the Council approved 3000 housing units, annexing Daley Ranch to the City. But Harmon’s 
supporters worked hard to elect a new Council majority, which ultimately resulted in the purchase of the 
land, establishing Daley Ranch as a Conservation Mitigation Bank. This assured the permanent protection 
of this natural greenbelt, and a recreational mecca for area residents. Harmon urged continued activism 
in order to eventually acquire the huge Rancho Guejito as publicly owned open space. 
     Guests at the event enjoyed a lunch of sub sandwiches, a selection of chips, and gourmet cookies. 
They visited not only the Ranch House, but also wandered over to the historic barn, where FODR has been 
working hard to renovate and restore the structure. Harmon presented Board member Dick Althouse with 
an award to recognize his leadership in the restoration work. 
Fred Woods and Rick Mercurio were also recognized for their work on Daley Ranch Connections, the video 
series for 7th graders that is available at daleyranch.org/youtube. 
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required to acquire open space lands for conservation into perpetuity and the secondary benefits of 
using these areas for an outdoor classroom for school age children to learn about the environment.  
Everyone should be able to learn about our outdoor environment.  In learning about our environment, I 
believe we become educated voters making better decisions regarding policies and policy makers 
Consequently, I get so excited about the Friends of Daley Ranch mission to educate the next generation 
of environmental stewards.  My greatest passion is to see kids get outside to learn and experience all 
that the outdoors can do for them vs. being indoors playing video games.  Everyone should get outdoors 
to experience a level of tranquility that can’t be found elsewhere.  Come to visit Daley Ranch and 
experience it for yourself!  Maybe I will see you on one of the hiking paths……. 

FODR proposes bilingual interpretive trail 

     Visitors to national parks, state parks, and other 
places of interest often enjoy informational signs 
that bring knowledge and context to a particular 
site. FODR believes that Daley Ranch is also worthy 
of such an amenity, and thus we are proposing an 
interpretive trail that would highlight the flora, 
fauna, birdlife, habitat, Indigenous Peoples, and the 
Daley history, with all signage in both English and 
Spanish.  
     The idea is to cluster about a dozen signs along a 
short stretch of Middle Pond Trail, which intersects 
Ranch House Road about half way between the La 
Honda parking area and the Ranch House. A kiosk 
would welcome visitors at the start of the trail. 
FODR is working with several individuals and 
organizations to plan and design the signs, which 
would be two feet tall and three feet wide. The 
collaborators include  

• The Luiseno Band of Mission Indians, 
including Diania, Caudell, Al Cerda, 
Michael Cerda and Serge Soloman, with 
assistance from CSUSM archaeology 
professor Bonnie Bade 

• The Palomar Audubon Society, including 
Hal Benham, Jim Beckman, Tom 
Trowbridge, Trysten Lofke and Aedyn Lofke 

• The California Chaparral Institute, led by 
Rick Halsey 

• The Lake Hodges Native Plant Society, led 
by James Dillane 

• The City of Escondido Rangers, led by 
Gregg Anderson and Kathy Boyd 

• Juan Carlos Tapia, Spanish language 
interpreter 

• Daley Ranch historian Rick Mercurio 
     The trail project is a work in progress, with hopes 
of a summertime debut. All support is welcome!



  
Our Mission

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to 
support and promote the City of Escondido's efforts to 
protect and maintain Daley Ranch Conservation Bank 
habitats and wildlife. Our goals are to:
    * Educate the next generation of Environmental 
Stewards and provide service-learning opportunities 
that supplement our educational programming.
    * Develop and implement enhancement projects 
that support the conservation of Daley Ranch.
    * Cultivate relationships with sister organizations 
and encourage responsible recreational 
opportunities at Daley Ranch.

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for Daley 
Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and also 
to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available at 
www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email info@daleyranch.org  with FODR in the subject line 
to get this newsletter electronically.   

Friends of Daley Ranch
PO Box 461173
Escondido, Ca 92046-1173

Friends of Daley Ranch Membership: Renewals and Donations
Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit organization.  Your tax-deductible donation will be acknowledged by mail.

You may also donate online at daleyranch.org 

Name:_______________________________________  Phone:__________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________ City/Zi[p ________________________________

Email:  ____________________________       _____ Yes, send  me the paperless e-version of the newsletter.

 My Donation is for:   ___ Membership   ___ Building

I am a ___ New member   ___ Continuing member

Membership levels: ___$25 Senior /Student     ___  $50 Sponsoring     ___  $100 Contributor  ___  $250 Corporate  ____ $500 Benefactor   
____$1000 Lifetime 

My primary interests  in Daley Ranch are:  ___Conservation  ____Recorded History ____ Natural History   
__Hiking  __ Mountain Biking   __ Equestrian  ___ Other __________

Volunteer opportunities:  __ Newsletter editor  __ Fund raising  __Building Committee  ___ Education Committee
____Fund Raising Committee
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