
Your chance to get involved:   
Join the Daley Ranch Tracking Team 

Denise Harter 
 Did you know that Daley Ranch has a tracking team? Its mission is to encourage lovers of Daley 
Ranch to learn about, appreciate, and help protect its wildlife and their habitat, as well as to provide the 
preserve managers with scientifically rigorous information that can be used in decision-making about this 
unique habitat. Daley Ranch is situated at the western edge of an east-west wildlife corridor of largely 
undeveloped land that runs from Escondido through Lake Wohlford, Rancho Guejito, and Julian, 
ultimately connection with our local desert to the east and other open 
spaces to the north and south. 
 The Daley Ranch Tracking Team has been performing 
quarterly wildlife surveys in and around the ranch since 2004, 
looking for sign of a range of animals, from mountain lions to 
burrowing owls, animals whose presence or absence is believed to 
provide important information on the health of this habitat. We are 
working to grow our local community of tracker naturalists. Beyond 
birding and plant identification, a tracker naturalist learns how to 
look at the whole picture – the interaction of wildlife species and 

their habitat, and the impact of 
human activity on both. 
 There are new and exciting 
opportunities for Citizen 
Scientists at the Ranch, from 
laying out and performing 
new wildlife surveys, to 
installing and maintaining trail cameras, to conducting monthly 
introductory tracking walks for the public, to contributing to the new 
Daley Ranch project on iNaturalist, to facilitating and attending 
regular “dirt time” tracking practice, to collaborating with Citizen 
Scientists from nearby preserves and conservancies on matters of 
mutual interest. 
 You can take the first step to becoming a Daley Ranch Tracker 
Naturalist by attending a free tracking training at the Ranch on 
Saturday morning, March 11. We will be in the field from 8 am to 
noon, learning to recognize the signs animals leave all around us. 
We’ll have some neat tracker naturalist resources for you to use 
akeep, so we need firm RSVPs to make sure we have enough! You 
can RSVP to our event listing on the DaleyRanch Tracking Team 
Facebook page, or email the tracking team leader at: 
denisetracks@gmail.com. Hope to see you there!  
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Beautiful bobcat tracks on Cougar Ridge Trail.

Wildlife trail on Engelmann Loop Trail.
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                              New Officers for FODR                                                  
 Thank you Fred Woods for ten years of outstanding service as 
President of the Friends of Daley Ranch!  Congratulations to Colleen 
Mackinnon  who is taking the reins from Fred and assuming the 
position once held by her mother, Sally Thomas.  Welcome to Jim 
Schafer, our new Vice President and Sue Scott new member of the 
FODR governing  board. 

Annual Picnic inspires food for thought 
Colleen Mackinnon 

 Attendees of the Friends of Daley Ranch 2nd Annual Picnic 
on November 13 were treated to complimentary shuttle service 
provided by Supervising Ranger Dan Hippert and the City of 
Escondido, a guided hike with naturalist Rick Paul, tours of the ranch 
house with Ranger Greg and history buff Rick Mercurio, and 
sandwiches from Major Market.         
 This year’s picnic coincided with the announcement of our 
Save 1000 Acres Campaign, which was kicked off by our featured 
speaker, Escondido Creek Conservancy President Kevin Bernard. He 
noted that for every $1 supporters have donated in past years, TECC 
has been able to leverage that donation into $82 through public and 
private partnerships.  FODR has pledged to match every donation 
dollar for dollar, up to $50,000, in order to purchase these two 

critical properties that 
will ensure habitat 
connectivity with 
Daley Ranch. Please 
visit 
save1000acres.org for 
more information on 
our campaign. 
 Thanks to everyone 
who attended and see 
you again next year!  

 Friends of Daley Ranch Contact 
Information 

 PO Box 461173 Escondido, CA                           
92046-1173,  daleyranch.org 

  Colleen Mackinnon, President,
 760 480 -1917 

Jim Schafer, Vice President, 
 760 746-0447

  Rick Mercurio, Secretary, 
 760 751-2275 

 Rick Paul, Treasurer, 
 760 505-9840 

 Jerry Harmon, Member, 
 760 480-9483 
 

 Dick Althouse, Member, 
 760 741-7629 

Fred Woods, Member, 760 745-4533

Su Scott, Member, 760 855 1098

  Don Piller, Webmaster. 
dpiller@cox.net 

CityContact Information 

 Hike Schedule,
  www.escondido.org/ daley- ranch-             
hikes.aspx 

  Ranger Station, 
 760 839-4680 

   Tracking Team, Denise Harter, 
  denisetracks@gmail.com

  Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy Boyd, 
  760 839-4345
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Volunteer Spotlight: Diania Caudell shares Native American culture  

Rick Mercurio    
       Seventh graders, full of energy and curiosity, cluster around a table full of Native American artifacts. Diania Caudell, descended from 
local tribes, piques the students’ interest as she describes and demonstrates various tools, adornments, baskets, slingshots and musical 
instruments that her culture created and utilized for hundreds of years in their peaceful existence in this area.       
      Caudell is proud of her traditions, and she instills in the students a sense of respect for Native Americans during her hands-on learning 
experience as part of Escondido middle school visits to Daley Ranch each spring. “I try to make them aware of our heritage,” she said. 
“Some of the Native American students are shy about embracing their roots, and many of the Hispanic students had not realized they have 
Aztec blood flowing through their veins.” 
   Caudell’s learning station is among the most popular, according to FODR president Fred Woods, and it is easy to see why. “During 
Diania’s conversation with the students, she is able to weave in the fact that many of the students are descendants of local tribes, and that 
they would have been doing the activities she describes and living just like their ancestors did,” Woods said. “They are surprised to learn 
that Native American children their age wore little or no clothing and didn’t have a problem with that.”  
     The field trips are sponsored by FODR with major funding from the Escondido Charitable Foundation, SDG&E and Escondido Rotary. 
Several years ago City rangers, who lead other learning stations, asked Caudell to participate because of her passion and her expertise. She 
has been a mainstay of the program ever since. 
     “On an organizational level, Diania is the most reliable volunteer we have,” Woods said. “She’s always on time and ready to present to 
the students. She’s always upgrading her materials with new local artifacts and visuals about Native American life before the ‘first contact’ 
with Europeans. Diania has been a regular part of the program for over 10 years and is an invaluable asset.” 
     Growing up in Escondido, Caudell attended Felicita Elementary and Escondido High. She was always aware of her Native American 
heritage, even writing the name “Indian” on the back of her gym shirt to stand up to other students’ jibes and taunts. “I got tired of the 
discrimination,” she said. “It wasn’t the easiest thing growing up.” When learning California history in 4th grade, she noted the 
contradictions between what the textbooks said and her own knowledge of her tribe’s culture.  
     Caudell is a member of the San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians, part of the Luiseno Nation. Her father is also Luiseno, through the 
Pala tribe. She researched her genealogy, which includes Native American ancestors in California going back to 1806 on her mother’s side. 
“Before that, it is all oral history,” she said. Her married name, Caudell, is French, 
reflecting one her Native American husband’s forefathers.  
      “Our ancestors were discouraged from speaking out,” she said, and Caudell made up 
her mind to break that mold, becoming an activist and cultural ambassador. When her 
two children attended Capistrano schools, Caudell was shocked when the district had 
labeled her kids as Hispanic. She quickly learned that the schools did not recognize their 
Native American students, who were misidentified as Latinos. 
     “I became an activist, because I was tired of it,” she said. “I was going to fight for 
my children.” Caudell eventually became a liaison between the district and the Native 
American community. She teamed up with a Native American UC Irvine professor to 
write grants and establish a museum and resource center in the Capistrano District. “The 
funding began at $7000 and has now risen to over $1 million per year.” Thanks to 
Caudell’s efforts, students and teachers now have a world class facility that celebrates 
Native American culture. 
     After a back injury, Caudell moved “back home” to Escondido, where she eventually began volunteering at Daley Ranch. She also 
transitioned from her political and activist role into learning and sharing cultural traditions. She learned to weave in the old way, gathering 
juncus textlis, a local reed, creating beautiful baskets. She learned to make wiiwish, a type of acorn mush eaten by local tribes. Since then 
she has taught these skills to various audiences, increasing appreciation for Native American ways. 
     Caudell and the San Luis Rey Band also collaborated with Cal State San Marcos on the Indian Rock Native Garden Project in Vista, 
working with art and anthropology students. The garden includes the large boulder, which was once an important Luiseno ceremonial site, 
specifically for a female coming of age ritual. A CSUSM publication about the project states that Diania’s efforts through the California 
Indian Basketweavers Association preserves, promotes and perpetuates the weaving traditions. Her commitment, it reads, is vital to the 
ongoing basket weaving revival for indigenous cultural practices. 
     Besides her time at Daley Ranch, Caudell has shared her culture with other students. She recalled a sad but poignant interaction with 
one student. “I had worn my native skirt and leather, and was using some tribal words,” she said. “A little boy jumped up, hands on his 
hips, and shouted ‘Lady, don’t you know you’re in America, and in America you speak English.’ I tried to let it pass, and later did some 
counting in my native tongue. The same boy rose up and said ‘I guess you didn’t hear me!’ I patiently explained that yes, I was in America 
and could take pride in my native culture.” 
     Indeed, Caudell embodies the best in her people, their history, and their ways. Her knowledge and enthusiasm continue to inspire young 
and old alike. “We’re so very grateful to Diania for sharing her wealth of knowledge with the students each year!” Woods said. 
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Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 

 
 

                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for 
Daley Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and 
also to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available 
at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject 
line to get this newsletter electronically. 
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• Support the protection, maintenance, and 
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife  

• Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch  
 

• Encourage responsible recreational use 
consistent with conservation of native habitats 
and wildlife  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