
Invasive Pest Threatens Oaks at Daley Ranch     by Jim Schafer 

 In a perfect world this would not happen. People would not transport infested firewood containing the 
invasive GSOB (Golden Spotted Oak Borer) insect from one location to another. But they have, and now our 
beloved Daley Ranch will pay the price. 

 Nothing I write or convey in this article to you can fully describe the devastation this insect can, has, and 
will cause to the large Coast Live Oaks and the woodlands and meadows associated with them. These oaks have 
always dealt with a multitude of problems such as insects, drought and other diseases. That is the natural 
process of their life cycle. But the manner in which the invasive GSOB attacks them is something they cannot 
handle, and in fact it does kill them.   

 This insect is from its native range in southeastern 
Arizona. It was likely introduced by infested firewood 
transported across the desert into San Diego County. It 
continues to leapfrog into new locations in the county 
and beyond by the continued transportation of infested 
firewood. Once in a new location, the insect begins to 
spread into the surrounding trees and reproduces. It 
primarily attacks and kills large-diameterCoastLive Oaks 
(Quercus Agrifolia) and California Black Oaks (Quercus 
Kelloggii). 

 Let me say thank you to Stacy McCline, of 
the DDHPL (Del Dios Habitat Protection League) for 
first making us aware of the presence of GSOB on 
Daley Ranch. And then her critical and ongoing help 
in the efforts to assess and mitigate this serious 
problem facing these oak tree habitats on Daley 
Ranch.   

 And then thank you to Dan Hippert, 
Superintendent of Lakes and Open Spaces for the 
City of Escondido for his confidence and support in 
our efforts to determine the presence and extent of 
the GSOB invasion on Daley Ranch. His support and 
efforts have been, and will continue to be, critical to 
all efforts in dealing with this complex and serious 
problem facing the oak trees and related habitats on 
Daley Ranch.                  Continued page 2 

Good example of 2 millimeter “D” shaped exit hole of GSOB

Upward facing view of what use to be a closed canopy of oak trees.  Located 
on the northern section of Cougar Ridge Trail, this section of trail was shaded 
and cool even on the hottest of summer days.  Now it is surrounded by large 
dead oaks and broken branches resulting in the open sky view overhead.  No 
shade and the complete loss of this section of closed canopy oak woodland.
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Invasive continued from page 1 

 I could literally write eight pages or more of information on this 
subject, or spend hours discussing it. Instead let me highlight a few 
pertinent facts we know at this point. 

• GSOB is confirmed on Daley Ranch 1/3/2018 

• GSOB presence was observed near the Ranch House, Jack’s Creek 
Meadow, northern end of Cougar Ridge Trail including Cougar 
Pass Road, and Dixon Lake areas. 

• There were many dead oaks. Google earth images comparing 2013 
and 2016 show extensive oak die off in the Ranch House and 
Jack’s Creek Meadow areas. The Cougar Ridge area is possibly 
the worst, based on ground level observations. 

• Crown thinning, not dead branches, suggests GSOB infestation. 
An attacked oak will not last long once it looks bad. Big trees 
usually die quickly. 

• An oak can withstand GSOB attack for 1-15 years before dying.  
Factors include: health, drought, size, rot and level of insect attack.  

• GSOB is spreading: 

- By the movement of infected firewood. 

- Dispersal of beetles within an oak canopy. 

• There is no cure for GSOB: 

-     Natural predator is a parasitic wasp, but University of California 
couldn’t get it to breed. 

-     Not an agricultural threat, so not much funding. 

• There is no existing template available for addressing conservation 
lands or ecologically significant woodlands. 

• Cal Fire grants are available to remove trees, not to save them. 

 The only thing to add to these points is to emphasize the fact that 
oaks simply cannot handle how GSOB larvae feeds on them and that the 
process ultimately kills them.   

 Here is the link to the USDA Forest Service Leaflet #183 pdf titled 
“Goldspotted Oak Borer” for more detailed information regarding the 
GSOB’s distribution, hosts, history, infestation and management.https://
www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprd3833276.pdf 

Strategies, needs and resources are still being determined for the oaks and related habitats on Daley Ranch. If 
there is a silver lining somewhere in this cloud over Daley Ranch, we have not yet found it.   

There is much work still to be done.  Thank you to all who have, and will continue to help with this. 
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The History of Daley Ranch, Part 2 
By Rick Mercurio 

     Last year marked the 20th anniversary of The Friends of Daley Ranch. At our November lunch event we were pleased 
to celebrate the City of Escondido’s creation of the Daley Ranch conservation bank, a 3000-plus acre natural habitat for a 
wide variety of animal and plant species. And with it, we cherish the public’s access to 25 miles of scenic hiking trails, 
and the restored ranch house, as well as the utility buildings nearby which FODR has lovingly refurbished under the 
guidance of board member Dick Althouse. In our last newsletter we remembered the earliest days of the ranch with the 
History of DR, Part 1. Here is “the rest of the story.” 

The Ranch House 
     The ranch house that we see today was built in 1925 as a 
summer cottage for the family. Up until the 1980s the Daley 
family would invite friends to the ranch house for a 
weekend summer getaway. Guests and family would often 
hunt bear or deer on the ranch, then have a big barbeque. 
The house’s three bedrooms, two bathrooms and small 
kitchen allowed folks to spend a night or two comfortably. 
The great room boasts single wall tongue and groove 
redwood walls, which are original, as is the red oak 
hardwood floor.     The original light fixtures were made at 
Escondido’s Bandy blacksmith shop, and still hang from the 
tall ceiling. The large front room was for parties and dances. The small balcony was built for musicians, possibly playing a 
fiddle, banjo or a guitar. The beautiful, huge stone fireplace covers the south wall of the great room. It is made of granite 
stones, which were once used as a ship’s ballast. The stones were then used to pave a road in San Diego, but were later 
dug up during a street construction project by the Daley Corporation and used to build the fireplace and chimney.  A huge 
bearskin may have once hung from one wall, from a bear that had been shot on the ranch. Some TV shows were filmed in 
the ranch house, including “Renegade” with Lorenzo Llamos. 
 The small ranch house on east side of road is older, but extensively altered and deteriorated. On that site was once 
located a residence of Howard Daley and his wife Mabel. The first barn was built in 1870s, but the current one dates from 
late 1800s. The barn was also used in the filming of Renegade episodes. The foreman’s quarters were still in use in 1983. 
Other farm utility buildings still stand, and the Friends of Daley Ranch has worked to preserve them, and in some cases 
rebuild them, using original materials when ever possible. 

From Housing Development to Wildlife Preserve 
 The Daley Corporation was a savvy and profitable enterprise. The ranch was not generating much revenue, so in 
the early 1980s the Daleys worked with Mobil Oil to build a huge housing development on the 3000 acre ranch. Plans 
called for over 3000 homes, including condominiums, a convenience store, and even a golf course. All of the surrounding 
hills would have roads and houses built. The pro-growth Escondido city councils of the early and mid 1980s were 
enthusiastic supporters of this development. The land was annexed to the City and the plans were approved. It looked like 
Daley Ranch would become a gated enclave of the wealthy, an 
extension of civilization with cement and fences, from the flat 
valley of Escondido to the pristine hills and valleys of the ranch. 
But then the economy faltered and the plans were put on hold. By 
the 1990s enough people wanted this land to be protected rather 
than paved. A new slow growth city council was elected. Their 
first move was to reduce the scope of the planned development to 
1750 houses.  
 But then in 1997, using a creative financing scheme 
involving sewer hook up “futures” and under the leadership of 
Councilman and FODR Board Member Jerry Harmon, the 
council voted 3-2 to buy the land for about $25 million. It was 
designated as a conservation mitigation bank, to be preserved in 
perpetuity. Enough citizens had come together to fight for this 
land to be an open space for wild plants and animals, as well as 
for people to enjoy. Since 1997 the City of Escondido has 
employed rangers to look after the land and to assist the many 
recreational users. In the same year, the Friends of Daley Ranch 
was formed to help make sure that Daley Ranch would always be 
a prime habitat for wildlife, and to promote recreation that is 
compatible with the natural environment. 

Please Help Save 1000 Acres 
   Wildlife corridors are critical to the 
sustainability of many species at Daley Ranch. 
As development continues to close in, 
opportunities to add viable habitat are rare and 
fleeting. We now have a golden opportunity to 
enhance such connectivity through the 
purchase of two properties on either side of 
Daley Ranch, adding about 1000 acres of 
permanent open space. FODR is a major 
contributor to this effort by matching your 
donation dollar for dollar, so please consider 
joining this worthwhile cause. The Escondido 
Creek Conservancy is facilitating the purchase, 
and you may visit www.save1000acres.org to 
see a photo gallery and map or to donate 
online. You may also contact TECC at 
760-471-9354 for more information. Thank you!

http://www.save1000acres.org
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                     Volunteer Opportunities                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Contact Kathy Boyd at 760 839-4345 to volunteer for Bike 
Patrol, Horse Patrol, or Trail Maintenance

Contact Denise Harter at denisetracks@gmail.com for 
Daley Trackers                                                                                                                                

    Hike Schedule                                                                                                                            
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule and 
also to sign up for a hike. The hike schedule is also available 
at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx                                                
                      Go Green                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Email daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the subject 
line to get this newsletter electronically. 

 
The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to: 

• Support the protection, maintenance, and 
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife  

• Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch  
 

• Encourage responsible recreational use 
consistent with conservation of native habitats 
and wildlife  

Friends of Daley Ranch
PO Box 461173
Escondido, Ca 92046-1173

Friends Of Daley Ranch Membership, Renewal and Donations 
                                                       Friends of Daley Ranch is a 501c(3) non-profit, organization.  
Your tax-deductible contribution will be acknowledged by mail.  

Name:_______________________________________________  Phone:______________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________City/Zip____________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ �Yes, email my newsletter 

This is for �Membership  �Building restoration   
     

�New Member     �Continuing Member 
�$15 Senior/Student    �$35 Contributing    �$50 Sustaining    �$100 Corporate    �$500 Benefactor    �$______  
 

My primary interests are: �Conservation      �Recorded History    �Natural history    �Hiking   �Mountain biking    
     �Equestrian Use   �Other________________________ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities:  �Newsletter editor    �Fundraising    �Building Committee    �Education Committee  

Friends of Daley Ranch 

PO Box 461173 

Escondido CA 92046-1173 

www.fodr.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
   Contact Sue Evert at 760 839-4680 to volunteer for 
Bike Patrol, Horse Patrol, or  Trail Maintenance 

Hike Schedule 
Call Ranger Station at 760 839-4680 for the schedule 

and also to signup for a hike. The hike schedule is also 
available at www.escondido.org/daley-ranch-hikes.aspx 

Go Green 

Email  daleyranch@yahoo.com with FODR in the      
subject line to get this newsletter electronically.  

Make check payable to Friends of Daley Ranch and mail to 
PO Box 461173, Escondido CA 92046-1173 

 

The mission of the Friends of Daley Ranch is to:  

 Support the protection, maintenance, and     
restoration of the Daley Ranch Conservation 
Bank, native habitats and wildlife 

 Promote education about the biological and 
historic value of Daley Ranch 

 Encourage responsible recreational use con-
sistent with conservation of native habitats and 
wildlife 
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