THE FRIENDS OF
DALEY RANCH

Trail Guide to
Daley Ranch

Jack Creek Meadow (NE Quad) Cougar Ridge (NW Quad)



The Friends of Daley Ranch Welcomes You!

We hope you enjoy your visit to Daley Ranch, a
3000-plus acre paradise, with over 25 miles of inviting
trails to explore on foot, horseback and mountain bikes.
The Friends’ primary mission is to preserve this natural

habitat of native plants and wildlife for future generations.
We also promote sustainable and responsible recreation,
sponsor educational field trips and signage, and restore
historic ranch structures including the old redwood barn.
This trail guide was produced thanks to the generosity
of our members, with special gratitude to Bill Sherrard
for inspiration and primary funding.

Have a great experience at Daley Ranch,
and please visit us at daleyranch.org.

Daley Ranch
3024 La Honda Drive
Escondido, CA 92027

760-839-4680

Daley Ranch is located in the northeastern portion of the
City of Escondido, north of Dixon Lake and west of Valley Center
Road. Access is provided via La Honda Drive to the south,
Valley Center Road to the east, and Cougar Pass Road to the west.
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Southeast Quadrant
OVERVIEW

This part of Daley Ranch has the widest variety of loops and
options. It is also the most accessible, being within easy reach
of the main La Honda parking lot and entrance. Visitors should

use the map to determine which route to take, based on
available time. Many hikers like to begin on Creek Crossing
Trail, heading east just after going through the big Daley Ranch
entrance gate and avoiding the asphalt. It meets Sage Trail, which
loops around the entire southeastern section of Daley Ranch.

Popular single track trails in the heart of this segment include

Coyote Run and Diamondback. On the following pages are
some of the highlights of this quadrant:

LS

Dramatic boulder formations Some trails are steep!

Highlight: You will find hidden gems of beauty whichever loop
you choose!



STANLEY PEAK

This is the highest point
reachable by trail in Daley
Ranch. Although Burnt
Mountain is a little higher

in elevation, it is not
accessible. The Stanley

Peak Trail begins at its
intersection with Sage Trail,
and from there the steep climb :
to the top is .7 mile each way.  Sweeping views from the rocky top.

You will be rewarded with incredible
views, from the Pacific Ocean to the
west, Mexico to the south, Laguna
Mountains to the east, and Palomar
Mountain to the north. Two signs near
the top, built by the Friends of Daley
Ranch, show photos of the view,
identifying landmarks and other
features.
i

The peak got its name from the
surname of an elderly man who

was visiting relatives in Escondido
in the early 1900s. One day old
Stanley set off “for a walk,” and
came back many hours later proudly
proclaiming that he had scaled that
peak all the way to the top!

Valley Center Road is far below.




THE OLD WATER TANK

Located on the western flank of
Stanley Peak is a huge, rusted
water tank, which can be reached
on a short spur trail starting at
Sage. The tank has a story. If you
look carefully you will see a very
large RB, with a backward R,
painted in large red letters. This
was the brand for the historic
Rancho Bernardo, when it was
indeed a cattle ranch, just south
of Escondido.

View from the top of Stanley Peak looking west to the Pacific Ocean.

Rancho Bernardo was owned by the Daley family before it was
subdivided in the 1960s, and at that time the Daleys disassembled
the old tank and had it moved to its current location hoping it would
be used one day to support another large housing development.



PONDS

Mallard Pond is 0.48 mile east of the Ranch House via Sage Trail.
A separate spur trail heads south-ward over the “dam” offering nice
views and close encounters with the ducks that give the pond its
name. This is the largest of many man-made ponds that the Daleys
built in the mid 1900s to support their cattle operation. They depend
on rainfall, and have dried up
in longer periods of drought.

Middle Pond boasts water fowl.

The ponds attract a variety of birds,
other animals, and water-loving
plants. The natural drainage from
Mallard Pond descends to Middle
Pond, which is visible from Ranch
House Road, and even closer from
Middle Pond Trail, heading east
from there. Look for informational
signage, built by the Friends

of Daley Ranch, around this pond.

The water course continues
southward to East Pond,
located on East Ridge Trail,
just south of its intersection
with Middle Pond Trail.
Look for other ponds on
many of the trails at Daley
Ranch, especially after wet
winters.




CABALLO TRAIL

This little-used trail begins at the southeast corner of Daley
Ranch, near Escondido’s Dog Park and the Humane Society.
You may park here, and enjoy the newest park in Escondido:

El Caballo Park. The trail ascends steeply, and with some
switchbacks, meeting Sage Trail 1.13 mile to the west.
A single-track option, Quail Run, leaves Caballo Trail

near the bottom and meets Sage Trail farther to the north.
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Southwest Quadrant
BOULDER LOOP

Strenuous to moderate

3.82 mile roundtrip

Time: 2-2.5 hours

Route: From the La Honda gate go up Ranch House Road .67
mile to Boulder Loop, where you go left (west). Stay on
Boulder Loop 2.43 miles until it ends at Ranch House Road.
Turn right (south) and head back to the parking lot. For an
alternate route, as you are making your initial ascent on Boulder
Loop, turn right (north) on Rock Ridge single track at .48 mile
uphill, then continue until it rejoins Boulder Loop.

This view looks east from the mesa atop Boulder Loop.

Highlights: It is a steep initial ascent on Boulder Loop, but you
gain southerly views. At the top, and around Rock Ridge, are the
enormous and varied boulders that give the trail its name. Where
Boulder Ridge meets Cougar Ridge you may enjoy the shade of
the rest structure, constructed by an Eagle Scout. Then along the
rather steep downbhill hike back to Ranch House Road you’ll pass
quiet meadows and oaks.
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CREST-BOULDER LOOP

Moderate to strenuous

3.83 mile roundtrip

Time: 2-2.5 hours

Route: From the La Honda gate go up Ranch House Road .72 mile
to the second Boulder Loop Trail, where you go left (west). At

about .1 mile go right (north) on the single track Crest Trail. Proceed
uphill until you reach Cougar Ridge, where you go left (south). After
.42 mile you may go left on Boulder Loop, or extend your hike by
going right on Boulder Loop. Either way, you will end up back on
Ranch House Road where you will go right back to the gate.

Highlights: Little traveled Crest Trail
affords a quiet, peaceful route where
you feel like you’re alone in nature.
Wildlife sightings are common.
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Northeast Quadrant

JACK CREEK MEADOW LOOP

Easy

5.64 mile roundtrip

Time: 3.5-4 hours

Route: From the La Honda gate go up Ranch House Road, which is
paved, about one mile to the Ranch House. Continue on the dirt road
past the small utility buildings, and go right onto Sage Trail for .11
mile to Jack Creek Meadow Trail. Turn left (north) and proceed

1.75 miles until the trail briefly turns left (west), then head south

on Jack Creek Meadow Trail 1.42 miles back to the Ranch House.
Follow the paved road back to the La Honda gate.

Jack Creek Meadow looking north from Sage Trail
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Highlights: The historic Ranch House dates to 1925. It is open
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the second Sunday of the month. Just
north of the Ranch House is a display of historic farm and ranch
equipment with informational signs, provided by the Friends of
Daley Ranch. The four simple wooden buildings north of the
Ranch House were used by ranch hands for a small residence,
storage, and machinery. Behind those structures is the old barn,
dating from the 1880’s. All of these structures have been lovingly
restored by the Friends. At the far north end of the loop is an old
sedan that is now riddled with bullet holes, and locals refer to this
as the mafia car. Look for the old windmill near the south end of
the loop trail.

CONNECTION TO HIDDEN SPRINGS TRAIL

At the north end of Jack Creek
Meadow Trail, on the west side,

is the intersection of Hidden Spring
Trail. You may take this trail west-
bound as it heads steeply uphill
past springs during the wet season.
It connects to Engelmann Oak Trail
which leads to the entire Northwest
Quadrant.

El
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Northwest Quadrant

BOBCAT LOOP, OPTION 1

Moderate

3.71 miles roundtrip

Time: 1.5-2 hours

Route: From Cougar Pass parking lot, take Cougar Ridge Trail
for 1.1 mile. Go left onto Bobcat Trail for 1 mile. Where Bobcat
comes to a tee, turn left (west) onto Engelmann Oak Trail.
Proceed .9 mile back to Cougar Ridge, then back to parking lot.

Bobcat Trail looking west where it meets Engelmann Trail

Highlights: This hike has a gradual gradient for most of the route.
It passes through beautiful riparian areas, crossing several small
seasonal creeks, and through oaks which shade the path. Where
Bobcat meets Engelmann stop for
sweeping views over Valley Center
and Palomar Mountain. The return
on Engelmann gets steep going
downhill, but offers views of thick
chaparral with occasional deer
sightings.
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BOBCAT LOOP, OPTION 2

Moderate to strenuous

5.24 miles roundtrip

Time: 2.5-3 hours

Route: From Cougar Pass parking lot, take Cougar Ridge Trail 1.5
miles. Turn left onto Engelmann Oak Trail and proceed northeast .55
mile. At Burnt Mountain Trail, which is a narrow single track, you
may proceed onto it (left), which would reduce the loop’s mileage
by one-fourth mile, or stay on Engelmann Oak, and continue 1.09
miles to Bobcat Trail. Go left (south) on Bobcat until it ends, then
proceed right onto Cougar Ridge and return to parking lot.

Highlights: After the shady riparian areas end, Cougar Ridge climbs
steeply uphill to Engelmann Oak, with views to the south of the Deer
Park Monastery. As you hike along Engelmann Oak, in wet seasons
you will pass by a large pond, which features many small toads during
spring. To your left (north) is Burnt Mountain, the tallest point in
North County. Bobcat Trail is especially peaceful and lined with oaks.



CONNECTIONS TO LONGER HIKES

To Boulder Loop: From the Cougar Pass parking lot continue
southeast on Cougar Ridge 2.77 miles to where it meets
Boulder Loop. From there you may either go left downhill
toward Ranch House Road or go right (southwest) on Boulder
Loop with the option of the Rock Ridge single track cut over.

Highlight: the southern section of Cougar Ridge has sweeping
vistas to the west and to the east.

To Hidden Springs: From
Cougar Pass parking lot stay
on Cougar Ridge 1.5 miles.
Turn left onto Engelmann Oak
and proceed northeast .63 mile
to Hidden Springs, where

you turn right (east).

Highlight: Hidden Springs Trail is a steep downhill passing
a seasonal spring/waterfall. It meets Jack Creek Meadow Trail
at the bottom.
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Ranch Rules & Regulations

1. Hours of Operation: Dawn to dusk, daily.

2. Stay on designated marked trails. (Those identified by a name and
mileage sign.)

3. All plants and animals are protected. The hunting or collecting of
any natural features is prohibited.

4. Possession of firearms or weapons of any type is prohibited.

5. Private motorized vehicles are not permitted within the preserve.
Visitors shall park in designated off-site areas only.

6. Fires are not allowed.

7. Fishing, swimming, or overnight camping are not allowed.

8. Dogs must remain on a leash that is no longer than 6" at all times.
9. Take out what you bring in!

10. Mountain bikers shall yield to hikers and equestrians.

11. Hikers shall yield to equestrians.
12. Alcohol is not allowed.

13. Smoking is not allowed.

LEAVE NO TRACE

Please stay on established trails

Please Support
FODR
Thank you

Links available at daleyranch.org
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